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ALWAYS WITH YOU

*Offer valid on new associate memberships in Ohio Auto Club territory until 9/30/2020. Memberships can be upgraded; standard fees apply. Offer cannot be combined with other discounts.

Add a member 
starting at 

$19/year.

Visit AAA.com/Drive or call 
1-888-AAA-OHIO (222-6446) 

Use code DRIVE20

There’s no better time to add your 
family to your AAA membership.  
Give them the same benefits you  

enjoy at our lowest price of the year.
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Auto  •  Home  •  Life

100 YEAAARS   
OF MAAAKING   
SURE YOU’RE OK.
For over 100 years, AAA has been there for its members.   
So when you have auto, home and life coverage with AAA,  
you have a support system that you know you can count on.   

AAA.com/Insurance  
Visit a Local Store
Call 800.288.4467

Insurance provided by CSAA Insurance Group, a AAA insurer.
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Ride into the Future

AAA, Partners Launch Move Over Video

Join us for two FREE virtual seminars.

Smart mobility can help improve safety, increase reliability, provide 
greater access to mobility for all and prepare our workforce for the future. 

Are you interested in learning how smart mobility will impact your life? 
If so, save the dates for our upcoming virtual seminars where leaders 
from academia, industry and government will be coming together to  
discuss their collaboration to craft smart mobility for all Ohioans.  
Attendees also will learn about the technology behind these new  
mobility initiatives and how it will impact the average person and  
workforce.

Technology Takes the Wheel is a free, educational seminar series  
that explores autonomous vehicles and their societal impacts.

These events are presented by AAA, The Ohio State University  
Center for Automotive Research, Columbus State Community  
College, DriveOhio and Smart Columbus.

AAA has joined forces with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation, the Ohio State Highway Patrol and the Ohio 
Turnpike to encourage drivers to Move Over or Slow Down 
for all roadside workers, including tow truck drivers.

Leaders of each organization came together to  
produce a video that serves as a call to action to drivers. 
AAA Ohio President and CEO Dave McMullen is the 
voice for AAA in the video, which was released in July on 
social media. McMullen speaks along with the Colonel 
Richard S. Fambro from the Ohio State Highway Patrol, 
ODOT Director Jack Marchbanks and Ferzan Ahmed, 
executive director of the Ohio Turnpike.

The video can be viewed on the AAA Ohio  
Facebook page.

The campaign also includes testimonials from  
roadside workers, including three of AAA’s tow truck 
operators, Dustin McClary, Gio Patete and Paul Hickman, 
who were featured in the May issue of AAA Magazine.

Slow Down, Move Over laws are in place in all  
50 states, yet fewer than 30% of Americans even  
know about them. In Ohio, state law requires drivers  
approaching a stationary emergency vehicle, including 
tow trucks, to slow down and vacate the lane next to  
the stopped vehicle, if possible.

Last year in Ohio, 341 tow trucks were hit, according  

Technology Takes the Wheel:  
What Does Smart Mobility Mean to Me?
Sept. 30, 2020 from 10-11 a.m.

Technology Takes the Wheel:  
Creating a Workforce to Support  
Smart Mobility
Nov. 5, 2020 from 10-11 a.m.

Both events are free to attend 
Registration required. 
Register at AAA.com/TTTW.

to ODOT. Across the nation, one tow truck driver is  
killed every six days, making the towing industry  
15 times deadlier than all other private industries  
combined, according to the Centers for Disease  
Control and Prevention. Snow plows were struck more 
than 200 times. Road construction equipment was hit 
nearly 600 times. And law enforcement officers were  
hit more than 1,000 times.

AAA hopes to reverse these numbers by educating 
drivers on the importance of slowing down or moving 
over. AAA commends its fleet and contractors for their  
continued commitment to assisting members in need.
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Take a Road 
Trip with Hertz

Surrounding yourself with natural beauty sounds like the 
panacea for wanderlust when you’re feeling cooped up 
and wondering what to do. Consider renting a vehicle to 
add to the novelty. Whether you’re wanting something for 
show or simple practicality, Hertz Car Rentals have never 
been better and there are numerous options within the 
category of SUV, Minivan and 4x4. Along with the usual 
AAA member perks, such as free additional AAA drivers, 
a complimentary infant or child booster seat and reduced 
fee on GPS, Hertz provides additional options with safety in 
mind. The Hertz Gold Standard Clean 15-step sanitization 
process follows CDC guidelines to ensure every vehicle is 
guaranteed clean, sanitized and ready to go.

With Hertz taking care of the pretrip work – no  
predrive maintenance needed – there’s plenty of time  
to set your road trip up for success. AAA.com/RoadTrips 
will detail fun places to go.

Smoky Mountains Road Trip Itineraries

Though most destinations in Southeastern Appalachia 
offer abundant mountain views, you might want to take 
a multiday drive through the Smoky Mountains, which 
navigates through mountain communities as well as the 
natural wonders in Smoky Mountains National Park,  
the nation’s most popular national park. Too much  
of a commitment? Here’s where to go for shorter or 
last-minute travel ideas.

A veritable time capsule, Cades Cove Loop Scenic 
Road Trip features 19th-century buildings nestled in the 
woodlands, where wildlife sightings are not uncommon. 

AAA Travel Editor Sherry Mims

The 10.5-mile trip, also encompassing picnic areas and 
campsites, is terrifically family-friendly.

Nearby Rich Mountain Road is recommended by Great  
Smoky Mountains National Park in particular for its “less- 
traveled” reputation; the one-way, 8-mile gravel road on a 
dry ridge goes north from Cades Cove over Rich Mountain 
toward Tuckaleechee Cove and Townsend, Tennessee.

The thrilling 21.5-mile Tail of the Dragon Scenic  
Highway features 300 hairpin turns in an 11-mile portion. 
In addition to Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
the road passes Nantahala National Forest and Joyce 
Kilmer Memorial Forest.

Longer, though no less beautiful, is the 86.5-mile Great 
Smoky Mountains Scenic Expressway. The tree-lined 
passage by the Nantahala River is especially colorful in 
the fall and spring.

With a little preparation, you can find the best road 
trip in the Smoky Mountains for you. The road ahead 
beckons, promising awe-inspiring scenery and, above 
all, adventure.

Effective on all interior surfaces, a PermaSafe System installation starts with an initial sanitization of your vehicle’s 
passenger cabin, air ventilation system and ductwork, trunk and other cargo areas. The proprietary, EPA-registered, 
broad-spectrum, hospital-grade disinfectant eliminates more than 99.9% of bacteria, viruses, fungi, mold, mildew and 
other harmful microbes that can be hazardous to passenger health, while also removing allergens and odors.

Once clean, sanitized and deodorized, the spaces and surfaces are then blanketed with PermaSafe SHIELD, a 
semi-permanent, antimicrobial surface protectant. This process remains effective for up to 90 days.

This service is available at all AAA Car Care Plus locations. The cost for the service is $39.99 for non-members and 
$29.99 for members. The service takes 20-30 minutes, depending on the type of vehicle.

Disinfect Your Car: AAA adds  
PermaSafe System to its Car Care Plus services
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Five-Diamond Employees Named
The Ohio Auto Club recognizes outstanding employees who demonstrate the values outlined in the club’s 
Five-Diamond Service Standards. Associates are recognized monthly based on input from various sources,  
including nominations from peers, feedback from internal and external surveys, and other unsolicited feedback.

Employees can be nominated based on the following service categories:
• Noteworthy Accomplishment
• Extraordinary Performance
• Exceptional Leadership
• Problem Resolution
• Innovation

The most recent Five Diamond Employees of the Month include:

Shawna Kellogg was selected as the AAA Five Diamond Employee of the Month for July.  
Shawna is the Payroll Administrator for AAA Ohio and was recognized for her performance in the 
categories of Extraordinary Performance and Problem Solving.
AAA Ohio’s human resources director wrote: 

“Shawna Kellogg has taken the lead on transitioning Kronos to the new Dayforce system and has 
been a vital ‘member’ of the HR Team during this process, even though she is part of the Finance 
Team. Many times we have been presented with a problem that seems insurmountable and  
Shawna has researched and come up with a solution every time. She doesn’t know the word ‘can’t’ 
and works tenaciously until she finds the way to fix a problem.”

Jessica Adamson was named Five Diamond Employee of the Month for June. Jessica is an  
insurance agent at the AAA West Chester store and was recognized for Extraordinary Performance.
Below are some of the comments received from Jessica’s peers and supervisors:

“Jessica embodies the Five Diamond spirit. She is an incredible employee that goes above and 
beyond for both members and fellow associates. Jessica comes into work with a positive attitude 
ready to take on the day. She strives to be a top performer.”

“Jessica never has a bad day. Her excitement and ‘Can-Do’ attitude are very contagious. We love 
her tenacity and her readiness to help assist our members. She is an excellent example of Five  
Diamond Service by always taking on every challenge she is given and she truly excels at it.”

Ray Conkle was named Five Diamond Employee of the Month for May. Ray is the manager at  
the Columbus N.W. Car Care Plus center and was recognized for his performance in the categories 
of Exceptional Leadership and Extraordinary Performance.
Here’s what a couple members had to say about Ray:

“Amazing customer service. I would highly recommend AAA Car Care Plus! I had an excellent 
experience today and the service manager, Ray Conkle, was wonderful!”

“We drive an extra 20 minutes to take our cars to Ray. We miss him on Hamilton Road. I love that 
we can text him what we need and he always responds quickly. I trust no one more than Ray to 
oversee our car repairs.”

AAA service is available to a member who is driving or riding in a qualified vehicle that becomes disabled. Be sure 
to present a valid membership card and photo ID.

During extreme weather conditions that result in service delays, AAA will provide service on a priority basis, tending 
first to those broken down on streets and highways. As equipment becomes available, service will be provided to  
vehicles at home or parked off the road.

Download the AAA app. It offers many helpful features, including the ability to request emergency road service online.
AAA Ohio’s complete scope of service guidelines can be found at Ohio.AAA.com/ers/services/scope-of-service.html.

Service Hints for Emergency Road Service
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Editor’s Note: Be sure to call ahead before heading out to enjoy 
these and other great Ohio events, as there could be cancellations 
or scheduling changes.

Through Oct. 17
“Paper Routes: Women to Watch  
2020 – Ohio”
Riffe Gallery, Columbus
614-466-2613 • oac.ohio.gov

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery, in  
collaboration with the Ohio Advisory Group of the 
National Museum of Women in the Arts, presents 
“Paper Routes: Women to Watch 2020 – Ohio.”

The National Museum of Women in the Arts in 
Washington, D.C., is the world’s only museum  
solely dedicated to celebrating the creative  
accomplishments of women. With its collections, 
exhibitions, programs and online content, NMWA 
champions women through the arts and advocates 
for equity. As the exclusive affiliate of the Women’s  
Museum in Ohio, the Ohio Advisory Group of NMWA 
extends the mission by showcasing women’s  
contributions to Ohio’s rich cultural landscape.

Learn about the artists’ creative journeys,  
processes and inspirations during their  
educational, live-streamed artist talks.  
Registration is suggested.
• Alice Pixley Young
  Thursday, Sept. 3, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
• Carmen Romine
  Thursday, Sept. 17, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
• Adrienne Slane
  Thursday, Oct. 1, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sept. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20
Muskingum River Cruises
Zane’s Landing Park, Zanesville
800-743-2303 • visitzanesville.com

Looking for a fun, outdoor activity to do this  
fall? How about taking a cruise on the Muskingum  
River aboard the Lorena Sternwheeler? This 
Muskingum County treasure travels along the 
Historic Muskingum River Water Trail, offering a 
relaxed and pleasant ride through wide waters, 
passing scenic woodlands.

One-hour public rides will be offered at  
2 p.m. Guests are welcome to bring their own  
refreshments aboard for these cruises.  
Reservations and advance payments are  
required for all rides, 48 hours in advance.

Sept. 12 and Oct. 10
“Chihuly Nights”
Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens,  
Columbus
fpconservatory.org

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens will offer 
viewings of “Chihuly Nights” from 7 to 10 p.m., allowing guests 
to see the glass artwork of Dale Chihuly in an entirely new 
light. All 19 installations are professionally lit to create breath-
taking views within the setting of the botanical gardens.

During these evenings, guests also can enjoy “Paul Busse 
Garden Railway,” a brand-new exhibition.

These viewings come after May’s announcement that the 
Conservatory’s collection of Chihuly artwork would remain 
on permanent view. The Conservatory’s pieces represent 
the most extensive private collection of Chihuly artwork in a 
botanical garden.

In line with the Conservatory’s new ticketing procedures, 
guests will be asked to reserve tickets in advance online.

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens offers 
educational programs and art, world-class horticulture and 
nature-based exhibitions for all ages.

Chihuly is an American artist noted for revolutionizing  
the studio glass movement and elevating perceptions of  
the glass medium. Known for ambitious architectural  
installations in cities, museums and gardens worldwide,  
Chihuly utilizes a variety of media to realize his creative 
vision, including glass, paint, charcoal, neon, ice and  
Polyvitro. Chihuly’s work is included in more than 200  
museum collections worldwide.
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Oct. 3-Jan. 3, 2021
“The Path to Paradise: Judith Schaechter’s 
Stained-Glass Art”
Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo
419-255-8000 • toledomuseum.org

Stained glass is a 
centuries-old tradition, 
most often associated 
with medieval architec-
ture and stories of  
Christianity, illuminating 
its subjects through 
dynamic color and light. 
Artist Judith Schaechter 
has turned the medium 
on its head, developing 
new techniques and choosing non-traditional – often 
female – subjects and unusual backgrounds.

“The Path to Paradise: Judith Schaechter’s Stained-
Glass Art,” featuring more than 40 of Schaechter’s 
stained-glass panels and a selection of related drawings 
and process materials, will be on view in Toledo  
Museum of Art’s Levis Gallery. The objects on view are 
drawn from both private and institutional collections.

“Judith Schaechter has redefined the limits of stained 
glass throughout her career with her highly decorative 
yet provocative approach to the material,” said Diane 
Wright, the museum’s interim director of curatorial 
affairs and senior curator of glass and decorative arts. 
“By fusing this historic medium with subversive thought 
and pure dedication to the exploration of the craft, 
Schaechter has altered the landscape of contemporary 
American art.”

Get your weekend game plan in gear with these upcoming Ohio events.

Signature Wine Tours
The Lodge at Geneva-on-the-Lake,  
Geneva-on-the-Lake
866-442-9765 • www.TheLodgeAtGeneva.com

Spend some time this fall immersed in Ohio’s Wine 
Country aboard one of The Lodge at Geneva-on-the-
Lake’s popular wine shuttles.

Signature Immersion Tour – Each Signature  
Immersion Tour visits three premier wineries and is  
led by the lodge’s Certified Wine Specialist Lauren  
Fiala. The Saturday and Sunday Signature Immersion 
Tours are $75 per person, depart at noon and return to 
the lodge before 5 p.m. Attendees will receive a gift  
bag, including a chocolate candy bar from Marianne’s 
Chocolates and a keepsake wine glass.

Saturday featured stops:
• Debonne Vineyards – Private tasting with food pairing  

(light appetizer)
• South River Vineyard – Barrel tasting and private 

cellar tour
• Kosicek Vineyards – Tasting and relaxation time

Sunday featured stops:
• Grand River Cellars – Cave tasting with food pairing  

(light appetizer)
• Ferrante Winery – Tank sample, two samples at the 

tasting bar and light cheese pairing
• Laurello Vineyards – Tasting, relaxation and live music
Reservations and advance deposits are required. Seating is limited. Pricing includes shuttle  
service, tastings at the three wineries, light appetizers and a small gift bag provided by the 
lodge. Featured stops are chosen at the discretion of the lodge. Hours and/or availability are 
subject to change because of COVID-19 restrictions.

Wine Shuttle – With the lodge’s classic wine shuttles, 
guests visit three or four wineries. All stops are at the 
discretion of the shuttle driver.

• The Premium Wine Shuttle visits four wineries and  
is $45 per person. 

• The Deluxe Wine Shuttle visits three wineries and  
is $35 per person. 

Reservations and advance deposits are required. Seating is limited. Pricing is for shuttle 
service only and does not include any services or items at any of the stops, such as possible 
cover charges, special event prices, tastings, wine, souvenirs or any other services.

To reserve your seats for the Signature Immersion 
Tour, Premium Wine Shuttle or Deluxe Wine Shuttle,  
call 440-466-7100, ext. 0. You must be 21 and over to 
experience the Signature Immersion Tour and Premium 
and Deluxe Wine Shuttle Tours.

TO VIEW AAA MAGAZINE ONLINE, VISIT AAAMAGAZINEONLINE.COM

Sept. 18-19
Ohio State African Violet Annual Show  
and Sale
Kingwood Center Gardens, Mansfield
937-654-7014 • www.osavs.org

Dedicated growers will be on hand for horticultural  
consultation and educational programs over the two-
day event. The Commercial Vendor Sales area will offer 
an excellent opportunity to purchase plants, leaves and  
cuttings of hard-to-find and rare varieties of African  
Violets and Gesneriads and related growing supplies 
from nationally renowned commercial vendors.

This is an African Violet Society of America (avsa.org) 
sanctioned competition featuring plants of cultural  
excellence from the society’s members’ collections  
and unique plant designs.
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Get your weekend game plan in gear with these upcoming Ohio events.

Drive Ohio’s New Homefront to  
Warfront Trail

Ten of Ohio’s museums featuring World War II history 
have joined forces to offer a new Homefront to Warfront 
Drive-it-Yourself Trail to celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of the end of WWII. The tour kicked off this summer and 
runs through the end of the year.

The main corridor of this tour connects the home-
front, represented by the Dennison Railroad Depot 
Museum, a National Historic Landmark in Dennison 
recognized as the best example left in the nation of 
a WWII Servicemen’s Canteen site, and the National 
Veterans Memorial Museum in Columbus, which is 
dedicated to honoring the service of all veterans.

Other Ohio museums collaborating on this tour include 
the Ernest Warther Museum in Dover, the MAPS Air 
Museum in North Canton, the Old Main Street Museum 
in Newcomerstown, the Fletcher General Hospital and 
Chapel and National Museum of Cambridge Glass in 
Cambridge, the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force  
in Dayton and the Champaign Aviation Museum in  
Urbana. In total, the Trail covers more than 500 miles  
of WWII history.

Dennison Railroad 
Depot Museum  
Executive Director 
Wendy Zucal, who 
sparked the creation  
of this historical tour, 
said, “The beauty of the trail is that you can plot your 
own course for historic family fun and do it at your own 
pace – in the safety of your own car.”

Trail maps with specific information on days of  
operation, hours and admission for each attraction are 
available at each site or downloaded at  
tinyurl.com/yagjsjs8.

Additional information is available on the Tourism 
Ohio’s Adventure Trails page at trails.ohio.org/map/. 

Zucal encourages trail visitors to double-check 
openings because of COVID-19.

It’s Time for a Scenic Motorcycle Ride

Get on your bike and ride Zanesville-Muskingum 
County’s scenic motorcycle routes.

Southeastern Ohio has some of the most beautiful and 
remote lands that Ohio offers, and one of the best places 
to begin and end your ride is Zanesville. Spend the night in 
one of Zanesville-Muskingum County’s comfortable hotels, 
charming bed and breakfasts or unique cabins and plan an 
unforgettable ride from there.

Choose to ride through the Hocking Hills, known as 
Ohio’s natural crown jewel and offering unsurpassed 
beauty. Another great option is to take a trip through Wayne 
National Forest on your way to the Ohio River. Explore the 
unique culture of the Amish with a fantastic ride through 
Ohio’s Amish Country. Lastly, don’t miss the Triple Nickel 
Tour, a thrilling trek through some of the most beautiful  
farmland and forests that Ohio offers. 

Go online to VisitZanesville.com for route suggestions 
as well as places to stay, eat and explore in the area.  
You also can call the Zanesville-Muskingum County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 740-455-8282 or 
email acook@zmchamber.com to request a Scenic  
Motorcycle Routes Guide.

Adventure Cove is New 
at Columbus Zoo

Mirroring the coastal wharf of San Francisco’s Pier 39 – 
with vibrant salt-worn storefronts and the bellows of sea 
lions – Adventure Cove immerses guests in an impactful and 
exciting world of wildlife as soon as they enter the Columbus 
Zoo and Aquarium.

This spectacular 4.1-acre new region honors Jungle Jack 
Hanna’s living legacy, shares conservation success stories 
and celebrates our connection with wildlife. Starting with 
California sea lions and harbor seals – species found along 
the Pacific coastline that are increasingly in need of our help 
– guests are offered awe-inspiring opportunities to view 
these intelligent, playful pinnipeds on land and underwater 
while learning how actions are taken here in Central Ohio 
can make a direct impact in protecting these species’  
ocean home.

Adventure Cove also features Jack Hanna’s Animal  
Encounters Village, which serves as the physical  
representation of Hanna’s educational philosophy and his 
genuine enthusiasm for connecting people and wildlife.

Adventure Cove, the Zoo’s newest region since Heart  
of Africa debuted in 2014, opened in July.

For more information about the Columbus Zoo and 
Aquarium, visit columbuszoo.org.

FOR ADVERTISER INFORMATION, VISIT AAA.COM/MAGAZINEOFFERS
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Diamonds in 
the Rust By Pandora 

Paúl Sordon

Rat rods are defined and identified differently 
within this growing sector of automotive artistry 
and customization. One definition offered by Rat 
Rod Magazine is “a blue-collar hot rod.” Another is a 
“counter-culture hot rod.” It is generally agreed that 
Rat Rods are different from “glitzy” hot rods in that 
decay is used as the medium upon which the builder 
adds their own flavor, creating metal artwork that 
uses natural aging processes. Rat Rod customs form 
a recognizable aesthetic that favors a decayed look 
and “unfinished” qualities in rejection of the many 
established rules that have come to define hot rods 
over the years.

Instead of loathing rust and the  
degradations of time, as many do in the car scene, the 
Rat Rodder welcomes and embraces it. Life has taken its 
toll on the car bodies, but the Rat Rodder reclaims what 
is disintegrating and discarded, using the car’s age as a 
nostalgic badge of honor. Resurrecting it, yet spawning 
something new, with no rules and no boundaries. While 
many are made from 1920s and 1930s vehicles, they 
can span from the earliest teens onward. Some even 
creatively develop methods to instigate rust to generate 
a specific style of decay that adds to the appearance.

To find what Rat Rodders do as a defilement of the 
vehicle lacks vision. Customizing and “hopping up”  
vehicles has been happening for as long as the  
automobile has been rolling. While some will attempt to 
pinpoint when the term Rat Rod began, the cars’ actual 
origins and the word are murky. As they are in obvious 



conversation with traditional 
customizing, one might trace  
it back to when hot rodding 
began. Rat Rods seem to 
have gotten an established 
identity in the late 1980s  
early 1990s, but their numbers have  
grown exponentially since the 2000s.

Rat Rodders do it all with the primary element of decay. Chops and 
welds are intentionally rough and gritty, but fully functional and roadworthy. 
Designs can be called raw, edgy, post-apocalyptic. The Rat Rodder revels in 
the unfinished, achieved through intentional design and general tinkering. 
The types of bodywork, amount of customization and pop-culture inspiration  
can vary wildly and feature truly astonishing creativity.

Odes to play and good-natured fun also are a hallmark of the culture. 
Mischievous elements particular to the owner are added with a flourish. 
Skulls and spider webs are frequent themes, but other idiosyncratic touches 
cannot be categorized. One Rat Rodder used vintage beer cans for the tops 
of carburetors. Creatively repurposing parts from different vehicles is high-
lighted in the rats. You could use a ‘38 Buick Special headlight bucket for 
an intake or a ‘20s era fire extinguisher for an overflow tank for the radiator. 
There are no limits. It’s automotive art.

Drivability is key for the Rat Rod. Rat Rodders build their cars to be driven 
daily. While some enjoy derisively referring to Rat Rods as “slapped together”  
and dangerous to drive, that is not what I have seen. I have encountered 
creative and precise fabricators who love the rusty, crusty vibe of the Rat. 
It relished the patina and harkened back to a time when customizers used 
what they had and valued speed over aesthetics. Where you use barn doors 
as truck beds and tractor fronts for grills or barbed wire as accessories. One 
Dodge Rat Rod sported hand-rolled and embossed copper inlaid seats, while 
another steel-fabricated a skull clawing through the grille, with glowing red 
eyes and a backlit glass skull with green antifreeze as overflow. Rat Rods are 
animated and engaging additions to automotive fabrication. 

Pandora Paúl Sordon is the Curator and Education Director at the  
San Diego Automotive Museum

Images are from A Museum Perspective of the Rat Rod movement from a 2018 exhibit at the 
San Diego Automotive Museum.  
The museum is at 2080 Pan American Plaza, San Diego, California, sdautomuseum.org
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Fall Car Care 
Checklist

October is Car Care Month –  
a reminder to drivers to perform 
checks and needed maintenance 
to prepare their vehicles for the 
winter. AAA offers this checklist  
of items that drivers can easily  
perform themselves if they want:

Tires. Make sure tires are inflated 
to the proper pressure listed on 
the car’s door jamb, have at least 
3/32 of tread depth, and are  
wearing evenly.

Lights. Check the operation of all 
lights and replace any burnt-out 
bulbs.

Wiper blades. Replace any blade 
that leaves streaks or misses spots.

Fluids. Check transmission, brake 
and power steering fluid levels 
and top off as necessary. Fill the 
windshield washer fluid reservoir 
with a cleaning solution formulated 
for winter.

Hoses and belts. Check drive 
belts for cracking and fraying and 
look for leaks, cracks and loose 
clamps on hoses.

Air filter. If you hold the air filter in 
front of a 60-watt light and most of 
the light is blocked, it’s time for a 
replacement.

Battery. Make sure your battery 
terminals and cable ends are  
free from corrosion and the  
connections are tight.

If you prefer, an Approved Auto 
Repair or AAA Car Care Plus facility 
can complete this checklist as well 
as test your battery, check your 
brakes and perform other needed 
maintenance. Go to AAA.com/AAR 
to find a location near you.
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ALWAYS WITH YOU

Batteries delivered 
and installed

AAA is here for you when your 
battery fails. We’ll come to your 
location, perform a battery test 
and install a new, high-quality 

AAA battery on the spot. 

1-800-AAA-HELP

Three years ago, the management of AAA Car Care 
Plus made the strategic decision to move exclusively to 
full-synthetic oil changes. It was an unusual move, but 
one they felt customers would appreciate.

“We were hearing from our front-line staff that many 
customers were confused about whether they should 
choose conventional, full synthetic or a blended oil,” 
said Don Paxton, director, AAA Car Care Plus. “Full  
synthetic is a superior oil suitable for all engines. By 
using synthetic exclusively, we can buy in bulk, offer it  
at a great price and simplify things for the customer.”

Paxton explained that full synthetic is refined to a higher 
standard than conventional oil and offers enhanced engine 
protection. “The majority of people don’t realize that city 
driving conditions warrant following the ‘severe’ service 
schedule for their car,” he said. “They are actually changing 
oil less frequently than is ideal and full synthetic provides 
some added protection in between oil changes.”

Research conducted by AAA supports Paxton’s points. 
A 2017 AAA study included field testing of synthetic versus 
conventional oils on eight variables, along with a nation-
wide survey of motorists on their opinions of synthetic oil. 
The study found that while 44% of U.S. drivers were  
skeptical or unsure whether synthetic oil was better for 

their engine, the field tests revealed that synthetic oils  
outperformed their conventional counterparts by 47%.

Another AAA survey found that only 6% of motorists 
were aware that their driving conditions necessitated  
following their vehicle’s severe service schedule. 
However, 62% reported routinely driving their vehicle in 
conditions that qualified as severe.

Premium Filters for Longer Life
Along with moving to full synthetic oil, AAA Car Care 

Plus uses extended-life oil filters with every oil change. 
“Most cars today have recommended service intervals 
of 7,000 to 10,000 miles,” said Paxton. “A conventional 
oil filter isn’t designed to last that long.”

Traditional oil filters are generally made with cellulose 
filtering media and intended for around 5,000 miles of use. 
Most extended-life filters contain synthetic media capable 
of trapping smaller particles and are usually designed 
to last 10,000 miles. Other upgraded components might 
include silicone gaskets and anti-drain back valves to  
withstand higher operating temperatures and keep oil in 
the engine for lubrication upon start-up.

                          Several Ways to Save
According to Paxton, the everyday 

price for an oil change at AAA Car Care 
Plus is already lower than most area 
competitors, and AAA members receive 
a discount. For a few dollars more, they 
can upgrade to the popular “Triple Play” 
offer which includes a tire rotation and a 
39-point inspection.

In addition, Car Care Plus offers  
customers a savings certificate program 
that enables them to receive $7 off every 
future oil change or other service. After 
each oil service, the customer fills out and 
submits a form and the invoice, either 
online or by mail. In return, the customer 
receives a $7 check made out to AAA Car 
Care Plus to apply toward the cost of the 
next oil change. “We want to build long-
term relationships with our  
customers and help them take proper 
care of their vehicles,” said Paxton. “By 
offering what we call our ‘Three-point 
Promise’ – the right oil, the right filter, 
and the right price – we help them keep 
their engine healthy and prevent issues 
down the road.”

Brenda A. Suttles is a brand manager  
for AAA Ohio.

Roadmap to a Better Oil Change
By Brenda A. Suttles
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Columbus Northwest 
1335 Bethel Rd. 
614-451-2111

Columbus Southeast 
2400 Sobeck Rd. 
614-559-0000

Dublin 
6600 Perimeter Loop Rd. 
614-336-3200

Gahanna/New Albany 
5486 N Hamilton Rd. 
614-750-8350

Grandview 
686 Grandview Ave. 
614-488-2197

Polaris 
8350 Sancus Blvd. 
614-436-4005

Powell 
8868 Moreland St. 
740-881-4400

Reynoldsburg 
6971 E Broad St. 
614-759-7777

Whitehall 
3646 E Broad St. 
614-237-6325

Be ready for whatever the road throws at you with AAA Car Care Plus

Access our tire quoter at AAA.com/Tires or schedule service online at AAA.com/CarCarePlus.

AAA Car Care Plus is your source for the MICHELIN® Premier® A/S and other quality tires.

* All tires eventually wear out and should be replaced. Based on internal wet braking test 
results from 50 MPH vs. Pirelli® Cinturato P7™ ALL SEASON Plus and Continental® 
PureContact™ tires in size 215/60R16 95V and Goodyear® Assurance® WeatherReady® 
tires in size 215/60R16 95H on a 2017 Chevrolet Malibu. Tires tested machine-buffed to 
3/32”, which is above the 2/32” tread wear-out limit in most states. Braking distance 
calculated from 50 MPH data corrected to 35 MPH based on SAE Procedure J299. Actual 
on-road results may vary.

 Copyright © 2018 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man  
is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

Owning a hybrid or electric car is beneficial for the  
environment. However, there are still plenty of ways that 
conventional car owners can improve fuel economy,  
reduce carbon emissions and get “greener” in their driving.

Slow Your Roll. Most cars are optimally fuel-efficient 
at lower speeds, and fuel economy decreases rapidly at 
speeds above 50 mph. According to fueleconomy.gov, 
assuming a $2.20 cost per gallon for fuel, every 5 mph you 
drive more than 50 is like paying an additional 15 cents 
per gallon for gas. Keeping speed under control makes 
you safer on the road and is better for your wallet and the 
environment.

Lighten your load. Be aware that carrying cargo in or 
on your car has a negative impact on fuel economy and 
your carbon footprint. According to fueleconomy.gov, 
ditching 100 pounds of cargo could improve your gas 
mileage by about 1%. Be aware that stacking cargo on 
top of the vehicle can reduce fuel economy up to 25% – 
a rear-mounted cargo box is more fuel-efficient.

Avoid idling. When sitting in a parked car, reduce  
emissions and save fuel by turning off your engine  
instead of idling. One rule of thumb – if you can shut  
off the engine for at least a minute before needing to 
restart it, you will save fuel.

Switch to synthetic oil. Even if your car does not 
require it, switching to synthetic oil can improve fuel 
economy. The lower viscosity of synthetic oils means 
they circulate more easily within the engine, particularly 
upon startup, which reduces friction and wastes less 
energy. Some companies claim their synthetic oils  
can increase gas mileage by up to 5%.

Give your car some TLC. Performing regular  
maintenance on your vehicle keeps it safer, more fuel- 
efficient and reduces harmful emissions. In addition, simple 
maintenance you can do yourself, such as keeping your 
tires properly inflated and replacing clogged air filters, 
have been shown to improve fuel economy measurably.

5 Tips to ‘Green Up’ Your Driving



50+ Approved Auto Repair facilities in Ohio
ALLEN  COUNTY 
Elida Road Tire  
4240 Elida Rd. 
Lima | 419-331-1409
AUGLAIZE  COUNTY 
St. Mary’s Chrysler  
500 McKinley Rd.  
St. Mary’s | 419-394-2391
BELMONT COUNTY 
Whiteside Chevrolet Buick 
Cadillac GMC 
50714 National Road E. 
St. Clairsville | 740-695-0211
BUTLER COUNTY 
AAA/Bob Sumerel Complete 
Car Care *• locations: 
5031 Dixie Highway  
Hamilton | 513-829-9989
7889 Tylersville Road 
West Chester | 513-755-0666
4856 Wunnenberg Way 
Union Centre | 513-870-6222
Pfefferle Tire 
990 Main St. 
Hamilton | 513-894-0025

Springdale Automotive 
467 Circle Freeway Drive 
Cincinnati | 513-860-2760
DELAWARE COUNTY 
AAA Car Care Plus *• 
8868 Moreland St. 
Powell | 740-881-4400
Snappy’s Automotive  
320 London Rd. Suite 404 
Delaware | 740-917-7100
ERIE COUNTY 
Kasper Buick GMC 
2401 Cleveland Road 
Sandusky | 419-502-5140
FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Buckeye Honda 
2615 N. Memorial Dr. 
Lancaster | 740-653-7678
Buckeye Toyota 
1903 Riverway Dr.  
Lancaster | 866-698-2709
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
AAA Car Care Plus *• locations: 
686 Grandview Ave. 
Columbus | 614-488-2197
1335 Bethel Road  
Columbus | 614-451-2111

2400 Sobeck Road 
Columbus | 614-559-0000
3646 E. Broad St.  
Columbus | 614-237-6325
5486 N. Hamilton Road 
Columbus | 614-750-8350
6600 Perimeter Loop Road 
Dublin | 614-336-3200
6971 E. Broad St. 
Reynoldsburg | 614-759-7777
8350 Sancus Blvd. 
Columbus | 614-436-4005
8868 Moreland St. 
Powell | 740-881-4400
Automotive Services • 
709 E. Lincoln Ave. 
Columbus | 614-885-8322
Buckeye Nissan, Inc. 
3820 Parkway Ln. 
Hilliard | 614-771-2345
Hometown Service Center  
130 East College ave.  
Westerville | 614-895-8069
Sanderson Automotive 
3586 Broadway 
Grove City | 614-277-8020

Shifflet Auto Care • 
3374 Sullivant Ave. 
Columbus | 614-488-9951

Westerville Automotive 
5591 Westerville Road 
Westerville | 614-890-0707

Westerville Automotive  
Uptown 
31 E. Main St.  
Westerville | 614-890-6700

GUERNSEY COUNTY 
Reed’s Top Tech • 
695 South 13th St. 
Cambridge | 740-432-4263

KNOX COUNTY 
Chevrolet Buick GMC of  
Mount Vernon 
510 Harcourt Rd.  
Mt. Vernon | 740-397-9122 
Danville Tire & Alignment 
23 W. Washington St. 
Danville | 740-599-7259

Elliston Repair & Tire • 
9760 Mt Gilead Road 
Fredericktown | 740-848-4015

LICKING COUNTY 
Coughlin Automotive 
1850 N. 21st St. 
Newark | 740-366-1371

Coughlin Chevrolet  
of Pataskala 
9000 E. Broad St. 
Pataskala | 740-964-9191
Coughlin Ford of Pataskala 
9800 Worthington Road 
Pataskala | 740-967-2085
Coughlin Hyundai 
2300 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-928-9000
Coughlin Nissan 
1459 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-915-8501
Coughlin Toyota 
2360 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-929-9000
Liberty Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
12895 Worthington Road 
Pataskala  | 740-964-3900
MADISON COUNTY 
Buckeye Ford 
110 U.S. Highway 42 
London | 740-852-1122

Coughlin Automotive Group 
255 Lafayette St. 
London | 800-850-1122
Schrock Automotive 
222 S. Jefferson Ave. 
Plain City | 614-873-3402
MEDINA COUNTY 
Chidsey’s Towing & Services 
2850 Center Road 
Brunswick | 330-225-4780
Medina Automall 
3205 Medina Road 
Medina | 330-723-3291
Mighty Auto Pro 
290 S. Prospect St. 
Medina | 330-723-6692
Rad Air of Medina • 
767 N. Court St. 
Medina | 330-725-3040
TPS Tire & Service Center 
1640 Industrial Pkwy. 
Brunswick | 330-273-8770
PICKAWAY COUNTY 
Auto Allies 
1175 Columbus St. 
Orient | 614-877-3001

Coughlin Automotive 
Group-GM 
24001 Rte. 23 S. 
Circleville | 740-474-3138
Coughlin Ford 
24001 Rte. 23 S. 
Circleville | 740-224-4564
RICHLAND COUNTY 
Baker’s Collision 
Repair Specialists • 
595 Fifth Ave. 
Mansfield | 419-524-1350
SENECA COUNTY 
C.A.R.S. 
430 Wentz St. (rear) 
Tiffin | 419-447-2277
STARK COUNTY 
AutoNation Ford North Canton 
5900 Whipple Ave. NW 
Canton | 330-238-3206 
Canton Auto Repair 
3628 Cleveland Ave. NW 
Canton | 330-493-7780
SUMMIT COUNTY 
Fifth & Robinson Service Center 
109 5th St. S.E. 
Barberton | 330-745-5010

UNION COUNTY 
Coughlin Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
15777 Watkins Road 
Marysville | 937-642-9000
Coughlin Chevrolet Buick 
Cadillac of Marysville 
15801 State Rte. 36 
Marysville | 937-644-9000
WAYNE COUNTY 
Premier GMC 
2000 Eastern Road 
Rittman | 888-564-1107
Wooster Chrysler  
Jeep Dodge Ram  
2626 Cleveland Rd 
Wooster | 330-345-8700
* Club-owned facility 
• Sells AAA batteries
This offer is for AAA members only.  
Just call your local Approved Auto Repair 
facility to make an appointment for your 
October Car Care Month special. This 
offer is good at all participating facilities 
listed and is offered by appointment only 
during September and October. The 
special offer is good for passenger cars 
and light trucks. Additional charges will be 
incurred for vehicles using more than five 
quarts of oil, special oil filters or synthetic 
oil. You must present your coupon and 
your AAA membership card at the time 
this special is redeemed.

October is 
National Car 
Care Month

Trust your car to the repair experts at AAA.  
Whether you choose a club-owned Car Care Plus 
facility or one of our Approved Auto Repair locations, 
you’ll get reliability, quality and a great value. 

Each facility listed on these pages will honor  
the Car Care Month oil change coupon during 
September and October. Just bring it to your 
appointment along with your AAA membership  
card and start experiencing car care the AAA way.

This offer is good only during the months of September/October 2020, 
and by appointment only. This coupon and your AAA membership card 
must be presented when your vehicle is dropped off for service.  
Offer good only at participating AAA Approved Auto Repair facilities. 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Car Care Plus facilities:  
Scan barcode with coupon redemption.

Oil change special

$10 off

Contact your local Approved Auto Repair or Car 
Care Plus facility to make an appointment with 
this Car Care Month special. Bring your AAA 
membership card and this coupon.

an oil change 
at participating locations.
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50+ Approved Auto Repair facilities in Ohio
ALLEN  COUNTY 
Elida Road Tire  
4240 Elida Rd. 
Lima | 419-331-1409
AUGLAIZE  COUNTY 
St. Mary’s Chrysler  
500 McKinley Rd.  
St. Mary’s | 419-394-2391
BELMONT COUNTY 
Whiteside Chevrolet Buick 
Cadillac GMC 
50714 National Road E. 
St. Clairsville | 740-695-0211
BUTLER COUNTY 
AAA/Bob Sumerel Complete 
Car Care *• locations: 
5031 Dixie Highway  
Hamilton | 513-829-9989
7889 Tylersville Road 
West Chester | 513-755-0666
4856 Wunnenberg Way 
Union Centre | 513-870-6222
Pfefferle Tire 
990 Main St. 
Hamilton | 513-894-0025

Springdale Automotive 
467 Circle Freeway Drive 
Cincinnati | 513-860-2760
DELAWARE COUNTY 
AAA Car Care Plus *• 
8868 Moreland St. 
Powell | 740-881-4400
Snappy’s Automotive  
320 London Rd. Suite 404 
Delaware | 740-917-7100
ERIE COUNTY 
Kasper Buick GMC 
2401 Cleveland Road 
Sandusky | 419-502-5140
FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
Buckeye Honda 
2615 N. Memorial Dr. 
Lancaster | 740-653-7678
Buckeye Toyota 
1903 Riverway Dr.  
Lancaster | 866-698-2709
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
AAA Car Care Plus *• locations: 
686 Grandview Ave. 
Columbus | 614-488-2197
1335 Bethel Road  
Columbus | 614-451-2111

2400 Sobeck Road 
Columbus | 614-559-0000
3646 E. Broad St.  
Columbus | 614-237-6325
5486 N. Hamilton Road 
Columbus | 614-750-8350
6600 Perimeter Loop Road 
Dublin | 614-336-3200
6971 E. Broad St. 
Reynoldsburg | 614-759-7777
8350 Sancus Blvd. 
Columbus | 614-436-4005
8868 Moreland St. 
Powell | 740-881-4400
Automotive Services • 
709 E. Lincoln Ave. 
Columbus | 614-885-8322
Buckeye Nissan, Inc. 
3820 Parkway Ln. 
Hilliard | 614-771-2345
Hometown Service Center  
130 East College ave.  
Westerville | 614-895-8069
Sanderson Automotive 
3586 Broadway 
Grove City | 614-277-8020

Shifflet Auto Care • 
3374 Sullivant Ave. 
Columbus | 614-488-9951

Westerville Automotive 
5591 Westerville Road 
Westerville | 614-890-0707

Westerville Automotive  
Uptown 
31 E. Main St.  
Westerville | 614-890-6700

GUERNSEY COUNTY 
Reed’s Top Tech • 
695 South 13th St. 
Cambridge | 740-432-4263

KNOX COUNTY 
Chevrolet Buick GMC of  
Mount Vernon 
510 Harcourt Rd.  
Mt. Vernon | 740-397-9122 
Danville Tire & Alignment 
23 W. Washington St. 
Danville | 740-599-7259

Elliston Repair & Tire • 
9760 Mt Gilead Road 
Fredericktown | 740-848-4015

LICKING COUNTY 
Coughlin Automotive 
1850 N. 21st St. 
Newark | 740-366-1371

Coughlin Chevrolet  
of Pataskala 
9000 E. Broad St. 
Pataskala | 740-964-9191
Coughlin Ford of Pataskala 
9800 Worthington Road 
Pataskala | 740-967-2085
Coughlin Hyundai 
2300 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-928-9000
Coughlin Nissan 
1459 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-915-8501
Coughlin Toyota 
2360 Hebron Road 
Heath | 740-929-9000
Liberty Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
12895 Worthington Road 
Pataskala  | 740-964-3900
MADISON COUNTY 
Buckeye Ford 
110 U.S. Highway 42 
London | 740-852-1122

Coughlin Automotive Group 
255 Lafayette St. 
London | 800-850-1122
Schrock Automotive 
222 S. Jefferson Ave. 
Plain City | 614-873-3402
MEDINA COUNTY 
Chidsey’s Towing & Services 
2850 Center Road 
Brunswick | 330-225-4780
Medina Automall 
3205 Medina Road 
Medina | 330-723-3291
Mighty Auto Pro 
290 S. Prospect St. 
Medina | 330-723-6692
Rad Air of Medina • 
767 N. Court St. 
Medina | 330-725-3040
TPS Tire & Service Center 
1640 Industrial Pkwy. 
Brunswick | 330-273-8770
PICKAWAY COUNTY 
Auto Allies 
1175 Columbus St. 
Orient | 614-877-3001

Coughlin Automotive 
Group-GM 
24001 Rte. 23 S. 
Circleville | 740-474-3138
Coughlin Ford 
24001 Rte. 23 S. 
Circleville | 740-224-4564
RICHLAND COUNTY 
Baker’s Collision 
Repair Specialists • 
595 Fifth Ave. 
Mansfield | 419-524-1350
SENECA COUNTY 
C.A.R.S. 
430 Wentz St. (rear) 
Tiffin | 419-447-2277
STARK COUNTY 
AutoNation Ford North Canton 
5900 Whipple Ave. NW 
Canton | 330-238-3206 
Canton Auto Repair 
3628 Cleveland Ave. NW 
Canton | 330-493-7780
SUMMIT COUNTY 
Fifth & Robinson Service Center 
109 5th St. S.E. 
Barberton | 330-745-5010

UNION COUNTY 
Coughlin Chrysler Dodge Jeep 
15777 Watkins Road 
Marysville | 937-642-9000
Coughlin Chevrolet Buick 
Cadillac of Marysville 
15801 State Rte. 36 
Marysville | 937-644-9000
WAYNE COUNTY 
Premier GMC 
2000 Eastern Road 
Rittman | 888-564-1107
Wooster Chrysler  
Jeep Dodge Ram  
2626 Cleveland Rd 
Wooster | 330-345-8700
* Club-owned facility 
• Sells AAA batteries
This offer is for AAA members only.  
Just call your local Approved Auto Repair 
facility to make an appointment for your 
October Car Care Month special. This 
offer is good at all participating facilities 
listed and is offered by appointment only 
during September and October. The 
special offer is good for passenger cars 
and light trucks. Additional charges will be 
incurred for vehicles using more than five 
quarts of oil, special oil filters or synthetic 
oil. You must present your coupon and 
your AAA membership card at the time 
this special is redeemed.

October is 
National Car 
Care Month

Trust your car to the repair experts at AAA.  
Whether you choose a club-owned Car Care Plus 
facility or one of our Approved Auto Repair locations, 
you’ll get reliability, quality and a great value. 

Each facility listed on these pages will honor  
the Car Care Month oil change coupon during 
September and October. Just bring it to your 
appointment along with your AAA membership  
card and start experiencing car care the AAA way.

This offer is good only during the months of September/October 2020, 
and by appointment only. This coupon and your AAA membership card 
must be presented when your vehicle is dropped off for service.  
Offer good only at participating AAA Approved Auto Repair facilities. 
Not to be combined with any other offer. Car Care Plus facilities:  
Scan barcode with coupon redemption.

Oil change special

$10 off

Contact your local Approved Auto Repair or Car 
Care Plus facility to make an appointment with 
this Car Care Month special. Bring your AAA 
membership card and this coupon.

an oil change 
at participating locations.

SEPTEMBER 2020  |  15



16   |  AAA MAGAZINE

           isitors looking to explore the outdoors while  
           enjoying unique shopping, dining and  
       entertainment should add Athens County in  
southeast Ohio to their fall bucket list. Nestled in the 
rolling Appalachian hills, the region boasts world-class 
hiking and mountain biking trails, eclectic cuisine made 
from locally sourced ingredients and a vibrant music  
and craft beer scene.

Just an hour or so from Columbus, Athens also is 
home to Ohio University, the oldest public institution  
of higher learning in the state, as well as Ohio’s only  
national forest. From cycling through Ohio’s only craft 
beer and bike trail to taking a zoom on the thrilling 
Windy 9 motorcycle trail or spending a night under  
the stars at a cabin or a campground, Athens County 
offers something for anyone seeking an active and  
rejuvenating getaway.

BREWED ON THE BIKEWAY:  
A CRAFT BEER AND BIKE TRAIL

Discover the best craft brews and picturesque views 
along the Hockhocking Adena Bikeway. Stretching 21 
miles from Athens to Nelsonville, the bikeway winds by the 
Ohio University campus and along the peaceful Hocking 
River before disappearing into serene woodland.

Brewed on the Bikeway is the only trail of its kind  
in Ohio. Ride up to several award-winning craft  
breweries, watering holes and a cidery — including 
Jackie O’s Brewpub & Public House, Little Fish Brewing 
Company, Eclipse Company Store & Craft Beer Hall, 
and the West End Cider House. Get a taste of the local 
cuisine along the way, too — most breweries offer food 
or have regular food trucks.

Bring your bike or grab a rental and ride as far or  
as long as desired. Bike shops also offer kids’ bikes  
and carriers.

V

Fall into an 

Athens  
County  
Adventure

By Hana Bieliauskas



Continued on page 18
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RIDE OHIO’S WINDY 9

Your passport to an authentic Ohio riding experience, 
the Windy 9 is a unique way to explore Athens and take 
in southeast Ohio’s brilliant fall foliage, featuring nearly 
1,000 miles of the best driving, riding and cycling routes 
in the state.

From a leisure cruise along the Ohio River to the 
famous roller coaster curves of The Triple Nickle trail, 
the Windy 9 is an ideal way to spend a fall afternoon. 
The nine trail names all hint at the exhilarating ride that 
awaits, from the Rim of the World to the Hocking Hills 
Nipper and Black Diamond Run.

Drivers will shoot past shining creeks and rivers, roll 
up and down brightly colored Appalachian foothills,  
zip past orchards and ride into charming, historic  
downtowns before heading into the backcountry.

TAKE A HIKE OR GO PADDLE

From hiking and kayaking to mountain biking, Athens 
has endless opportunities for outdoor adventures. Get lost 
in the beauty and adventure of 16 state and national parks.

Wayne National Forest boasts 240,100 acres of serene 
beauty and 450 miles of trails, offering something for 
everyone, from those looking for a pleasant weekend 

day hike to the intrepid, backwoods explorer. The Athens 
segment of the 20-mile North Country Trail, a favorite of 
backpackers, features a natural bridge, a large, rock  
shelter, covered bridges and a historic rock house.  
The challenging 17-mile Vesuvius Backpack Trail takes 
adventurers through open fields, brushland and mature 
forests along a lakeshore. Specific trails are marked for 
mountain biking, horseback riding and ATVs.

Cut into the Appalachian foothills, with steep ravines on 
all sides, Dow Lake at Stroud’s Run State Park is a paddler’s 
paradise. Kayak, canoe or paddleboard on the lake, then 
enjoy a sunset picnic on the 900-foot sand beach, which 
is open year-round. Boat rentals are available. There is no 
shortage of vistas along the park’s 15 miles of hiking trails.

Gaze upon miles of rolling foothills from the famous 
Radar Hill, the highest point in Athens. Pick up the  
mile-long, well-maintained trail from The Ridges, site  
of the former Athens Lunatic Asylum, which looms atop 
a hill overlooking the Hocking River. It once housed 
patients during the Civil War.

SHRED POPULAR MOUNTAIN  
BIKING TRAILS

Embark on some of the most rugged mountain  
biking trails in Ohio. Sells Park is a hidden treasure and 
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a favorite of locals tucked quietly in the hills of Athens. 
The park has more than 21 miles of trails for mountain 
biking and leisurely or strenuous hiking.

When completed, the Baileys Mountain Bike Trail  
System in Wayne National Forest will be an 88-mile,  
premier mountain-biking destination east of the  
Mississippi. Fourteen miles of the new trail are now 
open, including eight miles of beginner trails and six 
miles of intermediate trails.

WHERE TO STAY

It’s impossible to explore Athens in just a day, so why not 
stay a while. Choose from a wide array of hotels located 
steps from funky, free-spirited Uptown Athens, with its 
abundance of independent stores and restaurants.

For a slower pace and easy access to outdoor  
activities, book a cabin in the woods. Lake Hill Cabins or 
1st Choice Cabin Rentals offer dozens of cabins across 
Athens County, with one to fit every traveler’s needs.

Or step back in time during a stay at the Hyde House 
or Primrose House bed and breakfasts in historic  
downtown Nelsonville. These gorgeous Victorian 
homes, built in the late 1800s, have been fully restored 
to offer a memorable lodging experience.

Visitors seeking solitude and seclusion may prefer 
reserving a campsite at Burr Oak Campground, a small, 
densely wooded campground on the northwest tip of 
Burr Oak Reservoir in Wayne National Forest. Stroud’s 
Run State Park also offers a full-service campground  
that includes three Rent-A-Camp sites, which come  
with a dining fly, sleeping cots and pads, a cookstove 
and other gear.

There’s something about Athens that sticks with  
you. Walk the Athens Block brick streets, take in an 
autumn sunrise or sunset over the Appalachian  
foothills, take the time to explore the area by foot, 
bicycle or motorcycle, and stroll among the classic 
white-columned buildings on Ohio University’s campus. 
You will discover what makes Athens County such a 
special place.

For more information, visit the Athens County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau at athensohio.com.  
For trip planning assistance, call or visit your AAA Ohio 
store or log on to AAA.com/travel.

Hana Bieliauskas is a vice president at  
Inspire PR Group.

Photos courtesy of Athens County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
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This fall, enjoy extra peace of mind.

Whether you rent from one of our 3,000 neighborhood locations or 
from the airport – enjoy a safer, faster, easier experience. 

Guaranteed Clean
We thoroughly 
sanitize your 
vehicle.

Touchless Pick-up
Skip the counter* 
and go straight to 
your car.

Touchless Return
Drop off and go.
We’ll email the 
receipt.

Local Delivery
We’ll bring the 
car to you and 
pick up.┼

AAA Club Discount Code (CDP# 130) required in your reservation.
Click: AAA.com/hertz  I  Call: 1-800-654-3080  I  Visit: Your local AAA branch

*Available at select airport locations.
†Advance reservation required for Neighborhood Delivery. Rate is $30 each way. Must be a Gold Plus Rewards Member to participate. Pick-up and delivery valid 
within 15 miles of the Neighborhood Delivery location for all car classes except Dream Cars, subject to availability. Not available in Manhattan, New York. All 
standard rental terms and conditions apply. AAA members benefits and savings available at participating locations in the US and Canada. Include your AAA 
CDP# 130 in your reservation. © 2020 Hertz System, Inc. All rights reserved. CS 520073

We’re here to get you there. 

Plus, AAA members get exclusive benefits and savings. 
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          o, you want to drive slightly further than the  
          grocery store or local restaurants, but don’t have  
          any ideas about where to go? If you have not  
   discovered Asheville, North Carolina, it might be time 
to head south and find this gem in the Blue Ridge  
Mountains.

Getting to Asheville takes about 7 hours by car from 
central Ohio and there are three main ways to get there, 
so for a variety, you could take one route there and a 
different route back. (Major airlines do fly from Ohio to 
Asheville, but this feature is “Great American Drives.”)

Two routes to Asheville will take you through the 
Appalachian Mountains, the chain of mountains that run 
from Canada to Alabama, and features the largest peak 
east of the Mississippi River. Rising to 6,684 feet, Mount 
Mitchell is less than an hour from Asheville, less than 
five miles off the Blue Ridge Parkway.

But once you get to Asheville, you might not want to 
leave. It offers the perfect blend of pictorial panoramas 
with a casual downtown, despite being the largest city  
in western North Carolina.

Here are some things to check out once you arrive in 

town. As of publication, all places mentioned were open 
and operating, but double-check before finalizing plans 
as things are continually changing. 

THE BILTMORE HOUSE

While nature brings in visitors and keeps the locals, 
it is a house that attracts the most attention to the city, 
bringing in more than 1 million visitors a year. Built in  
the late 1800s for George Washington Vanderbilt II, the 
Biltmore House is the largest privately owned house in 
the United States, with more than 135,000 square feet  
of living area. The 250-room mansion was completed  
in 1895 and includes 35 bedrooms, 43 bathrooms and 
65 fireplaces. Besides the house, the 8,000-acre estate 
is home to lush gardens and forest trails.

After Vanderbilt finished his French Renaissance 
home, he brought in Frederick Law Olmsted, known 
as the master of American landscape architecture, to 
design the estate’s gardens. Olmsted had already made 
his mark by developing New York’s Central Park and the 
surroundings of the U.S. Capitol.

S

Take a 

Longer Drive and 

Discover
Asheville By John T. Garcia

Photo: ExploreAsheville.com-Rob Travis
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The home, owned and operated by Vanderbilt’s  
descendants, offers daily tours of the house and 
gardens, as well as other special events. But you are 
advised to get your tickets early as some days are  
more popular than others.

THE OMNI GROVE PARK INN

Around the time Vanderbilt was finished with his  
estate, Edwin Wiley Grove’s dream also was being  
fulfilled. A Civil War veteran, Grove was in the  
pharmaceutical industry and his Grove’s Tasteless Chill 
Tonic was a household name. He landed in Asheville, 
fell in love with the climate and started building a resort. 
In 1913, the Grove Park Inn opened after less than a 
year of construction. Elbert Hubbard’s Roycrofters 
custom-made more than 700 pieces of furniture and 
hand-hammered 600 copper lighting fixtures for the 
inn and much of it remains, creating the most extensive 
collection of items from the Arts & Crafts era.

The inn, purchased by Omni Hotels in 2013 and 
renamed The Omni Grove Park Inn, is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places as 10 presidents 
have spent the night there, from William Howard Taft to 
Barrack Obama. Other notable guests have included 
Thomas Edison and Henry Ford, Sir Anthony Hopkins, 
George Gershwin, Harry Houdini, F. Scott Fitzgerald 

and Margaret Mitchell. Rooms in which famous people 
stayed are marked by plaques on the door saying who 
stayed there and when.

Since 2001, The Omni Grove Park Inn has earned 
Four-Diamond status from AAA. Even if you don’t plan 
on staying in one of the original guest rooms, you 
can take a guided tour, which is offered Wednesdays 
through Saturdays. Or you can kick back in the Great 
Hall and let the history of The Omni Grove Park Inn 
wash over you.

TAKE A WALK DOWNTOWN

Since much of Asheville’s history has to do with the 
outdoors, it seems only fitting that the city’s history 
museum is outdoors along the sidewalks of the town. 
Asheville’s Urban Trail has 30 stops and maps can be 
found in various places around downtown and online. 
Each stop features a piece of art and a plaque telling 
stories of Asheville. The route is more than a mile and a 
half and can be completed in about an hour, but it might 
take a bit longer as you also will be discovering the food 
and bar scene of Asheville.

Continued on page 22
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If you’re one of those people that everything looks 
good, but you are not sure where to eat or drink, 
consider one (or all?) of the city’s many food and drink 
tours. This will give you a taste of many of Asheville’s 
restaurants and then you can return to your favorites for 
a full meal later. Some of these sell out quickly, so plan 
accordingly.

HEAD TO THE MOUNTAINS

On a sunny day, take a drive up on the famous scenic 
Blue Ridge Parkway to get the breathtaking mountain 
landscape’s full effect, especially during the fall as the 
leaves are changing colors. The colors will depend  
on what time of year you are visiting, but the change 
starts moving down the mountains in mid-October and 
reaches downtown Asheville by early November.

The Asheville area is a popular place to hike, with trails 
to satisfy all levels of hikers, with the bonus of waterfalls 
to gaze either at trails’ end or along the route. But if you 
are not into hiking or have little ones that you don’t think 
could handle it, the folks at ExploreAsheville.com have 
a list of six waterfalls that can be experienced from the 
safety of your vehicle. Head to tinyurl.com/DriveFalls to 
discover the “6 Drive-By Waterfalls.”

HOLIDAYS IN ASHEVILLE

With its rich and storied history, it’s not surprising that 
you can find haunted tours in and around Asheville, 
many that run year-round, not just near Halloween.

You might want to wait a couple of months to visit,  
as Asheville usually ranks high on any list of towns that 
go all out for Christmas, as noted in last November’s 
AAA Magazine.

During the holidays, the Biltmore House is decorated 
with more than 100 Christmas trees adorned with more 
than 25,000 ornaments and 1½ miles of garland. You also 
will see thousands of poinsettias and other plants, 500 
wreaths and a 35-foot live Fraser fir in the Banquet Hall.

Over at The Omni Grove Park Inn, the 28th Annual 
National Gingerbread House Competition will be held  
in November. Details of this year’s competition were not 
available yet at press time.

And while you are in town, don’t miss the North  
Carolina Arboretum’s annual Winter Lights show,  
converting the gardens into a fairyland with more than 
half a million lights. Tickets are on sale now and the 
display will be up from Nov. 20 to Jan. 2, 2021. 

But the fairytale ends at some point, and you have to 
drive home. Just make a list for everything you plan on 
doing next time you head on down to Asheville.

AAA’s famous TripTik Travel Planner provides  
comprehensive driving directions. Contact your AAA 
Ohio Travel agent by stopping in your local office, calling 
888-222-6446 or clicking on AAA.com.

John T. Garcia is managing editor of AAA Magazine.

Continued from page 21
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Members save every day with the AAA Discounts & Rewards program.  

From travel and entertainment to gas, auto repair, things for your home and  

more, your membership is the key to keeping more money in your wallet.  

Check out AAA.com/Discounts for new partners and special, limited-time offers.

If you need to hit the road –  
whether for business, a family  
obligation or recreation –  
instead of putting extra miles  
on your vehicle, consider a car  
or SUV from Hertz. AAA members enjoy a variety of  
benefits with Hertz, including:

AAA MEMBER EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS:
• Members can save up to 20% on rental car rates in  

the U.S. and Canada and 10% off international rates.
• Members can add additional drivers at no charge.
• Free use of one child safety seat with every rental.
• The young renter fee if waived for AAA members  

aged 20-24.
• AAA members can sign up for Hertz Gold Plus  

Rewards for free, earn points toward free rental  
days and enjoy additional benefits.

Visit AAA.com/Hertz for details and current promotions.

AAA’s top priority is  
providing safety and security 
to our members, both on the 
road and at home. Experian®, 
a global leader in identity security, has partnered  
with AAA to offer free identity theft protection to all 
members*. ProtectMyID® Essential is available to no cost 
to AAA members and includes the following benefits:

• Experian credit monitoring
• Lost wallet protection
• U.S.-based fraud resolution support

If you need more comprehensive coverage,  
upgraded Deluxe and Platinum plans also are  
available at exclusive member rates. Learn more  
and enroll at AAA.com/ExperianIDTheft.

*Enrollment in ProtectMyID® is required to activate coverage. To enroll, you must be  
18 years of age or older and a current AAA Ohio Auto Club member.

Are you planning a 
household move this 
fall? Penske Truck  
Rental offers AAA 
members savings of 12% or more and free unlimited 
mileage on one-way truck rentals anywhere in the  
U.S. Penske’s late-model trucks are clean and 
well-maintained. Penske even offers towing equipment  
for your vehicle.  

To book your truck rental, visit AAA.com/Penske  
or call 877-222-7924.

GoodRx helps AAA  
members save up to 85% 
on prescription drugs at 
more than 70,000 retail 
pharmacies in the U.S.  
GoodRx can be used instead of insurance and  
GoodRx pricing is often lower than insurance  
co-pays. Just present your AAA GoodRx card to  
the pharmacist before paying for your prescription 
when purchasing medications for yourself, family 
members and even your pet. 

Visit AAA.com/GoodRX for more details or call  
855-470-9649, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to  
5 p.m. Central time.

Fall is the perfect time to 
get your vehicle ready for 
the harsh winter ahead and, 
during October Car Care Month*, AAA members 
save 20% at NAPA! Just show your AAA  
membership card at checkout to save 20% off  
qualifying parts, accessories and tools at Napa  
Auto Parts Stores, Oct. 1-31, 2020. 

Learn more at AAA.com/NAPAONLINE.
*20% discounts are off regular retail prices at participating Napa Auto Parts Stores 

nationwide with valid AAA membership card. Offer is available for Buy Online-Pick-up 
at Store, Ship to Home or walk-in purchases. Discount excludes tax and gift cards. 
Shipping, handling, delivery and service charges are not included. Other exclusions 
may apply. May not be combined with other offers. Offers are subject to change without 
notice and may be subject to additional terms and conditions.

‘Did you know?’ 
Discount Partner
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Save 20% off new mailbox service agreements during 
September and October. Mailboxes feature a real  

street address! 
For details, go to AAA.com/theupsstore.

Join the Fuel Rewards® Program at Shell during  
September and October and save 30 cents per gallon on 
your first fill-up. The program offers a discount of 5 cents 
per gallon every day on each individual gas purchase of 

up to 20 gallons from participating Shell stations. 
Visit AAA.com/Shell to register and enjoy this benefit.

 

50% off retail prices of lenses with the purchase of  
a complete pair of prescription glasses, including  

prescription sunglasses. 30% discount on comprehensive 
eye exams from independent doctors of optometry  

located next to Lenscrafters. 10% discount on  
contact lenses. 

AAA.com/Lenscrafters

Members save up to 15% and earn Honors points 
 when booking AAA/CAA rates. 

Call 866-AAA-SAVE or go to AAA.com/Hilton.

1-800-FLOWERS.com
Hyatt
Hard Rock Café
Landry’s Restaurants
Reebok Outlets

Sparefoot Storage
Best Western
MGM Resorts
Marriott Resorts
and many more.

To see all AAA Discounts 
& Rewards partners and stay 
up to date on exclusive 
limited time savings, visit 
AAA.com/Discounts.

Save an additional 10% on Dell-branded PCs, electronics 
and accessories.

Get up to 30% off select HP products with free shipping 
and dedicated support through AAA.com/HP.

Save an average of $600 on state-to-state moves.  
Discounts also available for in-state moves. 
AAA.com/AtlasVanLines or 800-621-6547

Visit the Shoppers’ Service to receive an exclusive  
coupon booklet for 20% off select locations.  
Ohio locations: Jeffersonville and Sunbury. 

800-4-TANGER

Members receive a 10% discount at The Parking Spot 
locations, in person or online. Members also get free 

reservations when reserving their spot online –  
a $4.95 savings! Reservations can be made with  

your AAA travel professional or online at  
AAA.com/TheParkingSpot. 

Featured National Partners:

More National Partners:
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15% off all non-sale purchases in store.  

Cell phone plans starting at $10 per month with  
no contracts. 

855-893-2888

Save on a Midwest Tee Time golf pass for free or  
discounted play at more than 300 courses in Ohio.  

Visit teetimegoldpass.com and use promo  
code AAAOHIO. 800-444-9203

A+ Fuel Mart – St. Clairsville  
Five cents off regular gas, 10 cents off premium gas and  
10 cents off diesel gas (per gallon). Tuesdays only.  
10% off total food purchase every day (excludes tobacco  
and alcohol). 
740-296-1255

Bellville Flowers & Gifts – Bellville 
10% off total purchase (excluding sale items and  
Teleflora orders). 
419-886-4810 

Bike Source – Columbus  
15% off all regular-price clothing and accessories at  
all Columbus locations. 
614-459-1200

Canton South Car Wash – Canton 
10% off non-discounted car wash services. 
330-484-4055 

Charqui Jerky Co. – Columbus 
Save 15% online plus free shipping on orders $25 or more. 
Just use codes AAAOH and AAAOHSHIP to enjoy up to  
six unique jerky flavors. 
CharquiJerky.com

Ciao! Med Spa Store – Celina 
10% off any skincare product. 
419-586-2426

Deja You Resale Boutique – Bellefontaine 
$5 off purchases of $30 or more. 
937-592-2115

Distinct Auto Detail – Lima 
10% off the total purchase of professional vehicle cleaning 
services (by appointment only). 
419-371-1233

Done Right Dry Cleaning – Brunswick 
Save 15% off total dry cleaning purchase. 
330-220-1545

Featured Local Partners:

Local Partner Listings:

5% off monthly premiums for an easy-to-understand 
pet health-insurance plan covering injuries, illnesses, 
genetic conditions and emergency care when you 

enroll at HealthyPawsPetInsurance.com.

Members can take advantage of special savings on the 
purchase of new or used motorcycles, scooters, ATVs, 

side-by-sides, snowmobiles, jet skis, golf carts and 
RVs through a nationwide network of certified dealers 

managed by Rollick.

Fatbob Pizza – Brunswick  
10% off entire purchase. 
330-273-5455
Get Air Trampoline Park– West Chester  
Receive 10% off each visit. 
513-717-1593
Historic Roscoe Village – Coshocton 
10% off Canal Town Journey admission. 
740-622-7644
Ley’s Jewelry – Bucyrus 
10% off total purchase (excluding sale items and repairs). 
419-617-4155
Paradise Park Miniature Golf – Marion 
$1 off a round of miniature golf for adults or children.  
Seasonal facility. Open May–September. 
740-389-3866
Paragraphs Bookstore – Mt. Vernon 
10% off total purchase. Some restrictions apply. 
740-392-9290
Roush Hardware Stores – Westerville and Dublin 
10% off regular-price merchandise. Some exclusions apply. 
Westerville 614-882-3623  
Dublin 614-764-8900
Three Sixty Bike Shop – Zanesville 
5% off any purchase or service. 
740-297-8580
Tom Rodgers Flowers Inc. – Tiffin 
10% off any in-store cash and carry fresh floral arrangement. 
419-447-1125
Von Stein Home Inspection – Hamilton 
10% off residential property inspections. 
513-893-5585 
Wireless RX – Columbus 
$25 off any repair service on phones, iPads, tablets and  
MP3 players. 
614-699-3333
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Adventures along the road less traveled, designed for you to craft and 
customize. Pick your own date, add or remove nights, upgrade your car 
and more.

Road Trips, Unscripted. 

5 DAYS
EXPLORE THE FINGER LAKES 

from $629
5 DAYS

EXPLORE GETTYSBURG 
AND LANCASTER

from $779
5 DAYS

EXPLORE BAR HARBOR  
AND PORTLAND

from $779844-205-6226 | clubadventures.com

ALWAYS WITH YOU

Sit back, relax, and enjoy the finer things in life during AAA Ohio's  
Exploring Luxury Travel Week, starting September 28. This five-day 

virtual event will give you fabulous insights on luxury destinations 
and accommodations to consider for your next trip. We will explore 

luxury options within small group travel, villas, ocean cruising 
and river cruising. While virtually attending, you will hear about 

exclusive AAA amenities and will be given access to  
event discounts throughout the week!

Join our webinars from  
September 28 – October 2 every day 

at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

To register, go to  
AAA.com/events

AAA ON-BOARDPrincess Cruises for Alaska 2021
Fulfill your sense of adventure with these 2021 Alaskan cruisetour itineraries!

*Dates, prices & itineraries are subject to change. AAA Exclusive Benefits and AAA Vacations are subject to change without prior 
notice. Prices shown is cruisetour only, based on double occupancy for sailing in an interior cabin on these AAA group departures.  
Additional onboard expenses such as but not limited to gratuities, dining, shopping, excursions and such are additional cost.  
**AAA Exclusive Benefits and AAA Vacations are subject to change without prior notice.

Princess 12-day Denali Cruise Tour 14S 
June 15-26, 2021 • From $3,900* per person
CRUISETOUR FEATURES: 
 • 4 nights on land and 7-night cruise  
  on the Star Princess
 • Port charges, government fees and  
  departure taxes

ITINERARY:  
Mt. McKinley, Denali National Park, Hubbard Glacier, 
Glacier Bay National Park, Skagway, Juneau, 
Ketchikan, Vancouver and British Columbia.

AAA MEMBER EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS: 
 • Priority Check-in 
 • Music of Denali Dinner Theater 
 • Breakfast at King Salmon Restaurant  
 • Breakfast at North Fork Restaurant  
 • Dinner at 20,320 Alaskan Grill  
 • $50 onboard credit (per stateroom)  
 • Specialty Dining for two (on port days)  
 • 24/7 Member Care & Best Price Guarantee**

Princess 13-day Denali Cruise Tour 
July 16-28, 2021 • From $3,840 per person
CRUISETOUR FEATURES: 
 • 5 Nights on land and 7-night cruise on the Coral Princess 
 • Port charges, government fees and departure taxes

ITINERARY: 
Mt. McKinley Denali National Park, Hubbard Glacier, Glacier Bay National Park, 
Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan and Vancouver, British Columbia.

Princess 12-day Fairbanks- Denali Cruise Tour 
August 28-September 8, 2021 • From $4,218 per person
CRUISETOUR FEATURES: 
 • 4 Nights on land and 7-night cruise on the Coral Princess 
 • Port charges, government fees and departure taxes

ITINERARY: 
Fairbanks, Denali National Park, Mt. McKinley, Hubbard Glacier, Glacier Bay  
National Park, Skagway, Juneau, Ketchikan, and Vancouver, British Columbia.

AAA MEMBER EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS: 
 • $50 onboard credit  (per stateroom) • Specialty Dining for two (on port days only)  
 • Priority Check-in • 24/7 Member Care & Best Price Guarantee**

ALWAYS WITH YOU

• AAA inspected and approved hotels receiving  
highest possible cleanliness and condition scores.

• Properties must also demonstrate housekeeping 
excellence for multiple, consecutive inspections and be 
free of AAA member complaints to qualify for award.

• More than 9,000+ hotels in United States  
with AAA’s Best of Housekeeping to stay with!

Schedule an in-person or video call appointment with a 
AAA Travel agent to find Best of Housekeeping awarded 
hotels for your next trip. Visit AAA.com/locations to find 
your closest store and schedule an appointment.

AAA knows when you’re ready to travel, you’ll need peace 
of mind to enjoy your stay. Our travel agents are dedicated 
to placing you in AAA’s Best of Housekeeping hotels, so we 
have hotels that meet your standards while on the go.

Hotels up to your standards
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ALWAYS WITH YOU

Sit back, relax, and enjoy the finer things in life during AAA Ohio's  
Exploring Luxury Travel Week, starting September 28. This five-day 

virtual event will give you fabulous insights on luxury destinations 
and accommodations to consider for your next trip. We will explore 

luxury options within small group travel, villas, ocean cruising 
and river cruising. While virtually attending, you will hear about 

exclusive AAA amenities and will be given access to  
event discounts throughout the week!

Join our webinars from  
September 28 – October 2 every day 

at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

To register, go to  
AAA.com/events

ALWAYS WITH YOU

• AAA inspected and approved hotels receiving  
highest possible cleanliness and condition scores.

• Properties must also demonstrate housekeeping 
excellence for multiple, consecutive inspections and be 
free of AAA member complaints to qualify for award.

• More than 9,000+ hotels in United States  
with AAA’s Best of Housekeeping to stay with!

Schedule an in-person or video call appointment with a 
AAA Travel agent to find Best of Housekeeping awarded 
hotels for your next trip. Visit AAA.com/locations to find 
your closest store and schedule an appointment.

AAA knows when you’re ready to travel, you’ll need peace 
of mind to enjoy your stay. Our travel agents are dedicated 
to placing you in AAA’s Best of Housekeeping hotels, so we 
have hotels that meet your standards while on the go.

Hotels up to your standards
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We’ve all been there. We are driving 
along, minding our own business, when 
we spot someone texting on their phone, 
whizzing past us at a high rate of speed 
or swerving from side to side. Most of us 
recognize these behaviors as unsafe and 
threats to our safety.

In fact, the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety finds most drivers view typing into  
a mobile device while driving (96.2%), 
drinking and driving (94%) and speeding  
on the freeway (55.1%) as dangerous  
behaviors. Yet, the AAA Foundation also 
finds many of these same drivers admit to engaging in 
these behaviors behind the wheel in the past 30 days.

Even more startling, drivers who have been in at least 
one crash during the past two years are significantly 
more likely to engage in these risky behaviors,  
indicating drivers are not altering their behavior, even 
when it’s resulted in a crash.

This “Do as I say, not as I do” mentality is nothing  
new. The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety has been 
tracking this attitude in its annual Traffic Safety Culture 
Index for years. The question is, why? Why do we  
engage in risky behaviors, like using a mobile phone 
while driving, when we know they are dangerous?

“The why is what I care a lot about,” said Brittany 
Shoots-Reinhard, research assistant professor at  
The Ohio State University Department of Psychology. 
Shoots-Reinhard is no stranger to the impact of car 
crashes. Three out of the 80 students in her high  
school graduating class have died in crashes.

“It should not be the case that every person knows 
somebody that’s died in a car crash,” said Shoots- 
Reinhard. “From the data that we have from NHTSA  
and other sources, about 95% of those crashes are 
preventable.”

Shoots-Reinhard has a Ph.D. in psychology from  
The Ohio State University with a specialization in social 
psychology. Her graduate studies focused on decision 
making and attitudes over persuasion. She also has 
completed research on communication, especially  

numeric risk communication and decision making. 
Based on her experience, Shoots-Reinhard provides 
insight into what’s behind driver behavior, particularly 
distracted driving.

“There’s not one reason why people drive distracted 
when they know they really shouldn’t,” said Shoots- 
Reinhard. “One of the key drivers of this hypocrisy is  
that people think of other people when considering 
support for stricter laws or rating how dangerous  
behaviors are, and that other people are unsafe when 
they’re distracted.”

It’s always the other driver we need to look out for, 
right? That’s what many of us heard when we were 
learning to drive. Perhaps that’s one lesson that stuck.

Shoots-Reinhard cites other psychological predictors 
that may lead people to drive distracted, including the 
beliefs that:

“It’s not that risky.”
“The risks are overblown; messaging is  

     manipulative.”
“I’m better at using my phone and driving  

     than others.”
“I need my phone.”
“Other people are doing it.”

The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety finds young adult 
drivers, ages 19-39, are the most likely to use a mobile 
phone to talk or text while driving. Shoots-Reinhard agrees. 
“Younger drivers are the most distracted, because they 

What’s Behind Bad Driving 
Behaviors?
By Kimberly Schwind
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also see cellphone use as less risky, more beneficial, and 
they are more resistant to anti-distraction messaging,”  
she said.

In addition, children who grow up watching their  
parents drive distracted are more likely to drive  
distracted once they get behind the wheel.

“Young drivers are sensitive to hypocrisy and  
drive how their parents drive, not as they say,” said 
Shoots-Reinhard.

So how do we stop this vicious cycle and reduce 
crashes? That’s the question traffic safety experts  
continue to grapple with throughout the country and 
here in Ohio.

To address this issue, federal law requires all states 
to develop a Strategic Highway Safety Plan. Ohio’s plan 
uses a data-driven, multi-agency approach to reduce 
traffic fatalities and severe injuries on Ohio’s roads.  
The plan is spearheaded by the Ohio Department of 
Transportation’s Highway Safety Program, which invests 
in preventing or reducing the severity of crashes across 
the state.

“While the bulk of our funding is used to build  
safer roads, we are increasingly working with partners 
like AAA to build safer driving habits,” said Michelle  
May, Highway Safety Program manager at ODOT.  
“Getting more drivers to buckle up and put the phone 
down – every trip, every time – has enormous potential 
to help us eliminate serious injuries and deaths in  
our state.”

But, getting drivers to behave isn’t always  
that simple.

“We see over and over and over again with all sorts  
of public health issues, there’s never just one magic 
bullet,” said Shoots-Reinhard. “It has to be a change in 
culture. Norms have to change; enforcement has to be 
increased. There also has to be an education component. 
It really has to be everything working in concert.”

That includes messaging, technology, legislation, 
enforcement and even infrastructure.

“Research being conducted by The Ohio State  
University and other institutions show that infrastructure  
can influence a driver’s behavior or comfort with  
engaging in cell phone distractions,” said May. “We’re 
interested in exploring that in the future to see how 
roundabouts and other designs can be used to  
influence smart choices.”

Some drivers may think they’re making good choices 
by using their cell phones hands-free instead of  
hand-held, but traffic safety advocates say not so fast.

“It just seems so intuitive that talking hands-free 
should be safer, but there’s a lot of evidence that  
suggests that it’s not safe,” said Shoots-Reinhard.

That’s because drivers are still mentally distracted, 
causing them to miss items right in front of them.

The data does not lie. Even with technological  
advances in hands-free infotainment systems and safer 
vehicles, ODOT reports increased traffic deaths on 
Ohio’s roads during the past five years.

“This rise correlates with the rise in cell and smart-
phone ownership,” said May. “More people have  
smartphones, and they’re increasingly using them  
while driving.”

The best advice; “Focus on driving,” said Shoots- 
Reinhard.

And remember, always look out for those other drivers.

Kimberly Schwind is senior public affairs manager  
at AAA Ohio.

“This rise correlates with the rise in cell 

and smartphone ownership,” said May. 

“More people have smartphones, and 

they’re increasingly using them  

while driving.”

Photo: iStock/ Voyagerix 

Photo: iStock/ Martinan
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AAA Ohio Auto Club selected 10 recent Ohio high 
school graduates out of hundreds of applicants to  
receive the 32nd annual AAA School Safety Patrol 
$1,000 Scholarship. Each year, AAA Ohio Auto Club 
awards this scholarship to 10 former AAA School Safety 
Patrol members to assist them as they further their  
education after high school.

2020 recipients include:
• Vincent Bee, William V. Fisher Catholic High School
• Allison Bisel, Ontario High School
• Sally Brackbill, Whetstone High School
• Alec Dible, Ottawa-Glandorf High School
• Jenia Freewalt, Delphos St. John High School
• Nick Parker, Olentangy Liberty High School
• Kylie Ramirez, West Holmes High School
• Storm Rife, Upper Sandusky High School
• Bridget Thomas, Fremont Ross High School
• Ryan Tiell, Mount Vernon High School

All 10 students are dedicated individuals that have 
plans to further their education by attending college. 
Photos of this year’s scholarship recipients can be found 
at AAA.com/SafetyPatrol.

Since 1920, AAA School Safety Patrol students have 
volunteered their time to help ensure their peers make it 
to and from school safely. Each year, more than 679,000 
elementary and intermediate school patrollers at more 
than 35,000 schools wear the familiar ’Lectric Lime belts 
or vests proudly.

AAA Ohio Auto Club started the AAA School Safety 
Patrol Scholarship Program during the 1988-1989 school 
year to give back to a select number of former AAA 
School Safety Patrol members by helping them further 
their education.

“AAA Ohio Auto Club is honored to recognize and 
celebrate these remarkable young women and men  
as they move toward promising futures,” said Kellie 
O’Riordan, Traffic Safety program manager at AAA Ohio 
Auto Club. “This year was especially bittersweet, as we 
weren’t able to celebrate these graduates in person,  
but we were able to honor them remotely. We thank 
these former patrol members for their service and  
look forward to great things from them in their future 
careers.”

To apply, students must complete an application, 
provide at least one written letter of recommendation 
and write a 500-word essay on how their experience 
in the AAA School Safety Patrol has influenced their 
lives. Hundreds of Ohio students applied for this year’s 
scholarship.

AAA Ohio Awards Scholarships 
to 10 Former AAA School Safety 
Patrol Members
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Gaining Control with  
Life Insurance

Life is all about choices — and many of our most 
significant decisions revolve around keeping our loved 
ones safe and secure. While we do not know when 
something unexpected might happen, we can make 
smart decisions in preparation to help control the impact 
of what could happen next.

Life insurance can help control the biggest unknown 
in our lives and bring added peace of mind with  
preparation. Depending on where you are in your  
financial planning, you might already know that life  
insurance can serve as a smart component to help  
protect what matters most. You’re not alone in this  
recognition, as nearly half of today’s adults  
acknowledge a need to consider life insurance1.  
But you might not know where to start or who to  
turn to for assistance.

To make an educated choice about life insurance,  
it is helpful to understand the types and benefits of  
the different policies being offered. There are two  
general categories of life insurance, and within them, 
there are many options from which to choose, as  
everyone’s needs and priorities are unique to their  
situation.

TERM LIFE INSURANCE

Term life insurance provides cost-effective coverage 
with premium payments that stay the same for a set  
period of time. This type of life insurance is a great  
option when you have many financial priorities to protect, 
including housing expenses, income replacement,  
children’s education and bills. The benefits can be  
used by those who depend on you to help cover these 
“cost-of-living” expenses and outstanding debt.

PERMANENT LIFE INSURANCE

Permanent life insurance is designed to provide  
flexible coverage that lasts for a lifetime. You can use 
the unique features of some permanent policies to  
help grow cash value and customize your premium  
payments. The policy can help supplement your  
retirement and be there for you to leave a legacy to 
your family. Other permanent policies are more basic 
and the funds will help take care of your final expenses.

Take comfort in knowing you can prepare for your 
future by making an essential choice for you and your 
loved ones. Visit AAA.com/Life to see how life insurance 
can provide the added peace of mind you deserve.

1 LIMRA (March 2020) Consumer Sentiment Survey.

AAA Life and its agents do not provide legal, financial, or tax advice. Therefore, you may 
wish to consult independent professional advice prior to the purchase of this coverage Life 
insurance underwritten by our affiliate, AAA Life Insurance Company, Livonia, MI. AAA Life 
is licensed in all states except NY. AAA Life CA Certificate of Authority #07861.

Depending on where you are in your  

financial planning, you might already 

know that life insurance can serve as  

a smart component to help protect  

what matters most.
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BUSINESS 
INSURANCE 
FROM AAA

THE PROTECTION YOU NEED. 
THE PEOPLE YOU TRUST.

Let our insurance advisors 
design a business insurance 

plan that fits your needs.

AAA Ohio Auto Club 
Insurance Agency

Talk with our experts: 800-288-4467 
Or learn more at AAA.com/Business

Getting Started with 
Commercial 
Insurance

Have you always dreamed of owning a bakery?  
Maybe you’d like to start a computer repair business. 
Working for yourself can be exciting and fulfilling, but  
it also requires plenty of preparation, even if you just 
bake a single muffin or repair one faulty hard drive.  
Commercial insurance might not be the most exciting 
part of starting a business, but it’s an important one.

Fortunately, AAA can custom build a commercial  
insurance plan to fit your business. Our flexible  
commercial property, commercial auto and liability  
options provide the peace of mind you need to focus  
on your success, whether your business is in the  
office, retail, wholesale or service industry. We also  
offer an all-inclusive umbrella policy for an additional 
layer of protection.

Most policies automatically include employment practice 
liability coverage to cover a wide range of employer/  
employee-related risks. Available coverages include:

• Professional Liability
• Accounts Receivable
• Employee Dishonesty
• Electronic data-processing equipment
• Business-income loss protection
• Seasonal-coverage increases
• Inventory coverage
• Valuable papers

Our licensed agents can design a commercial  
insurance plan that fits your needs, whatever type of 
business you own. Your AAA agent can discuss the 
commercial insurance coverage you need to protect 
your hard work and grow your business. To learn more, 
call 800-288-4467 or visit AAA.com/Insurance today, 
and start on what could be your most enjoyable  
challenge yet.

Your AAA agent can discuss the  

commercial insurance coverage you  

need to protect your hard work and  

grow your business.

Deer Crossing: 
Deer-Vehicle Crashes Peak in the Fall

Cooler weather and shorter days mean more deer  
are now gracing Ohio’s roadways. The number of 
deer-vehicle collisions peak during the fall, which  
means drivers need to use caution and remain alert 
during the months ahead.

“Although deer and other animals are unpredictable, 
there are actions you can take to help prevent a crash  
or reduce the damage from an animal collision,” said  
Ed Conley, director, Insurance Sales and Financial  
Services for AAA Ohio Auto Club.

THE DATA
While any animal on the road is dangerous, deer are  

most often the cause of collisions. According to the  
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, there are more than 
1.5 million deer-vehicle collisions each year, resulting in  
150 occupant deaths and tens of thousands of injuries.

According to the Ohio Department of Public Safety 
crash statistics, in 2017, more than 18,000 collisions with 
deer occurred on Ohio’s roadways. These collisions  
resulted in seven deaths and 804 injuries.

Continued on page 34
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We’re using our cars less now that I’m working 
from home. Will that lower my insurance payment?

Many insurance companies provided refund 
checks for reduced usage in the spring that 
accounted for this change. As the state has 

opened back up, and more vehicles are back on the 
road, those refund checks will not continue. However, if 
you are working from home now instead of commuting 
to your job, you can change your vehicle from “commute 
to work” to “pleasure usage” and adjust your annual 
mileage. Depending on your insurance company, this 
may help reduce your payment. Many companies now 
offer user-based insurance. These are mobile apps on 
your phone or plug-in devices that monitor driving activity 
such as hard braking, speed and time of day. This allows 
the company to base your insurance premium on your 
specific driving habits. If you’re a safe driver, it could add 
up to significant discounts on your auto insurance. Each 
carrier utilizes this process differently, so be sure to talk 
with your agent about the best option for you. 

We installed a pool at our house over the  
summer; do I need to change my insurance?

Yes, this is definitely something you’ll want to  
discuss with your insurance agent. Most  
insurance companies have specific rules  

regarding pools and their features like diving boards  
and slides, as well as fence requirements. The answers 
to these questions can significantly impact your eligibility 
with that company and your pricing. In addition, you’ll 
want to make sure you have enough coverage should 
something damage your pool. Most importantly, you’ll  
want to review your liability and medical payment  
coverages. These will ensure you have coverage  
should someone get hurt on your property. I’d encourage 
you to talk with your agent about an umbrella policy as 
well, for an additional layer of liability coverage. 

AAA offers insurance coverage for auto, home, life and 
more. Visit AAA.com/Insurance for more information 
and to request a free quote.

BUSINESS 
INSURANCE 
FROM AAA

THE PROTECTION YOU NEED. 
THE PEOPLE YOU TRUST.

Let our insurance advisors 
design a business insurance 

plan that fits your needs.

AAA Ohio Auto Club 
Insurance Agency

Talk with our experts: 800-288-4467 
Or learn more at AAA.com/Business

Ask Ed: 
What things can affect  
my insurance policy?

We’re breaking down insurance questions with 
answers from our in-house expert. Ed Conley is 
a CPIA and the director of Insurance Sales and 
Financial Services at AAA. Have a question for 
Ed? Drop us a line at AAA.com/AskEd.



1Dream Getaways Hawaii, Mexico and Caribbean Offer: Valid on new bookings made 09/01/2020 – 10/31/2020 for select travel 09/01/2020 – 06/30/2021. Requires roundtrip airfare from the continental U.S. and accommodation 
of 5 nights or longer at a participating hotel or resort. Discount is per booking and taken at time of booking. 
2Triple Member Benefit Offer: Valid on qualifying Dream Getaways bookings. Activity voucher does not apply to air/car only booking. For Hawaii, Mexico, and select Caribbean destinations, $100 value in activity vouchers is 
combinable with standard Member Benefit activity voucher of $50, totaling $150 value in activity vouchers per booking maximum. Valid toward the purchase of a select optional activity. Not valid for hotel direct activity bookings. 
3Dream Getaways Continental United States Offer: Valid on new bookings made 09/01/2020 – 10/31/2020 for select travel 09/01/2020 – 06/30/2021. Requires roundtrip airfare and accommodation of 2 nights or longer at a 
participating hotel or resort. Savings is $50 off 2-3 night stays; $75 off 4-night stays; $100 off 5-night stays or longer. Discount is per booking and taken at time of booking. 
4AAA Member Benefit: $25 discount does not apply to air/car only bookings. Discount is per booking and taken at time of booking. 
Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits & savings which may vary based on departure date. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Pleasant Holidays acts only as an agent for cruise & tour 
providers listed. CST# 1007939-10. Copyright©2020 Pleasant Holidays, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

to HAWAII, MEXICO and the CARIBBEAN1
EXCLUSIVE: SAVE $150

PLUS AAA Member Benefi t: $25 OFF per booking4

PLUS receive a $150 Activity Voucher—TRIPLE the standard AAA Member Benefi t2

OR up to $100 OFF3

to the CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

MUST BE BOOKED 09/01/2020 – 10/31/2020

Explore the world’s best beaches and resorts with DREAM GETAWAYS
from AAA Travel and Pleasant Holidays!

CALL, CLICK OR COME ON IN  |  1-888-AAA-OHIO  |  AAA.COM/TRAVEL

October through December are peak months for deer- 
vehicle crashes, because of the clearing of fields and  
deer mating season. Last year, about 22% of Ohio’s 
deer-vehicle collisions occurred in November, when the 
Ohio Department of Public Safety recorded nearly 4,000  
of these crashes.

Colliding with a deer is also very costly. In 2017, the 
average insurance claim for a deer-vehicle collision in 
Ohio was more than $4,400.

HOW TO AVOID ANIMAL COLLISIONS:
Scan the road ahead: Looking ahead helps provide 

enough reaction time if an animal is spotted. Also, 
remember some animals, like deer, move in groups, so 
there are usually more in the area when there is one.

Use high beam headlights if there’s no oncoming 
traffic: This can help you spot deer or other wildlife 
sooner and give you time to slow down, move over or 
honk the horn to scare the animal away. High beams 
also help in spotting animals’ reflective eyes.

Be extra cautious at dawn and dusk: Deer tend to be 
more active in the early morning and at dusk, especially 
between 5 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.

If a collision is unavoidable, apply the brakes firmly 
and remain in your lane: Swerving to avoid an animal 

can often cause a more severe crash or cause you to 
lose control of your vehicle. What’s more, drivers who 
swerve to miss a deer and hit something else may be 
charged for an at-fault accident.

Consider purchasing comprehensive insurance if 
you don’t already have it. Comprehensive insurance is 
the type of insurance that covers animal collisions.

Always wear a seat belt and remain awake, alert 
and sober: According to the Insurance Information 
Institute, getting injured when hitting an animal is much 
higher if you don’t have your seatbelt on. If you’re  
distracted or drowsy, you’re not properly scanning the 
road for deer and could end up spotting them too late.

Continued from page 32
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Central Portage County   
Where the fun starts outdoors.
Chillicothe Visitors Bureau   
Excitement for all generations in  
southern Ohio.
Hertz 
AAA members receive exclusive  
rates and benefits.
Lodge at Geneva  
Discover the perfect Lake Erie escape.

Affinity Cellular 
Cell phone service at AAA member-only 
prices*. 
Experian 
Choose between three levels of service 
for identity theft protection.

AAA products and services Travel

ADVERTISER 
INFORMATION

Go to AAA.com/MagazineOffers for detailed advertiser information.

AAA Auto Repair 
Trust our network of Approved Auto 
Repair and Car Care Plus facilities. 
AAA Foreign Currency 
AAA offers foreign currency for more 
than 100 countries. Arrive ready.
AAA Member Pay 
Complete your wallet  
with reloadable prepaid.  
AAA Membership  
Add a driver for less than $1 a week.
AAA Online Savings Account 
Open an online savings account 
today and earn more. 

AAA Visa 
Pack your AAA Member  
Rewards Visa® credit card.
AAA Visa Gift Card 
The perfect gift.
Michelin Tires at Car Care Plus 
Purchase quality tire brands like 
Michelin at AAA Car Care Plus.
Mobile Battery Service 
Call AAA Mobile Battery Service  
to have your battery tested and 
replaced.
Ohio Auto Club Insurance Agency 
Make AAA insurance part  
of your business plan.

Other 

*Restrictions apply. Member benefits may not be combinable with other offers and are subject to change. 
The AAA Member Rewards Visa credit card program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. 
Visa is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association and is used by the issuer pursuant 
to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. MAP3231426
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               id the pandemic ruin your summer vacation  
               plans of spending your summer vacation on a  
            beach someplace, relaxing with a drink in your  
     hand and your toes in the sand? Or your children 
playing in the surf and sand while you immerse yourself 
in the latest novel and work on your tan? Now that some 
things are reopening, maybe it’s time to head to the 
beach: Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, that is.

There are more than 60 miles of Atlantic Ocean  
coastline near the Myrtle Beach area and the fall  
temperatures are summerlike, with an average high of 
83 in September and 75 in October. But even though 
the city has the word Beach in its name, it is far from 
being a one-trick pony.

There are plenty of activities, especially during these 
times, from fishing and eco-kayak tours to a living history 
farm and a historic school and education center. And 
don’t forget the restaurants, with outdoor seating and 
views of the surrounding area.

Getting to Myrtle Beach is relatively easy as many of 
the major airlines fly into Myrtle Beach International  
Airport and a flight from Ohio takes less than three 
hours in the air, compared to a 10-hour car trip.

GREAT STATE PARKS

Developed by Civilian Conservation Corps in 1936, 
Myrtle Beach State Park was the first park in the state 
system and remains one of the most popular. Besides 
the beach, the park features a pier that allows fishing 
without a state license, but you still need to pay. The 
312-acre park is home to a 278-site campground, nearly 
half with full-hookups of electricity, water and sewer.  
If camping is not your thing, the park also has cabins 
near the beach for rent. But plan accordingly as there 
are only six.

A boardwalk through Myrtle Beach State Park helps 
connect the trails and allows birdwatchers, bike riders 

D

Missed Summer at the Shore? 

Spend Fall in 
Myrtle Beach

By John T. Garcia

Photo: Julia Lynn
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and geocachers  
to move through  
the area freely.

For more  
bird-watching  
opportunities,  
head down the  
coast to Huntington 
Beach State Park, 
where more than  
300 species of birds 
have been spotted. 
Besides the birds, 
there is a good 
chance you will see 
loggerhead turtles  
in the park and, at  
the freshwater lake, 
you might even see 
an alligator or even  
a mink.

Huntington Beach State Park offers camping, but it also 
is home to Atalaya, the winter home of Archer and Anna 
Hyatt Huntington. New Yorkers Archer Huntington, son 
of a railroad baron, was an industrialist and philanthropist 
while Anna Hyatt Huntington was a sculptor. They built 
Atalaya (Spanish for watchtower) in the early 1930s since 
Anna suffered from tuberculosis. Tours of the National  
Historic Landmark home are available daily, either 
docent-led or by self-guided audio, but it is a popular 
location for large events. It is best to call ahead to make 
sure it is available on the day you want to visit.

The Huntingtons also are responsible for Brookgreen 
Gardens. This former rice plantation was transformed into 
a botanical garden, the Lowcountry Zoo and sculpture 
garden, featuring more than 1,400 works, many by Anna 
Huntington. Tickets to this National Historic Landmark are 
good for seven consecutive days, so you can return during 
your visit if you missed something or want to see more.

RECREATION AND SPORTS

Besides the pier at Myrtle Beach State Park, there are 
seven other piers in the area where you can fish. You 
also can head out on a charter to do some deep-sea 
fishing or head inland to one of the many lakes in the 
area for some freshwater fishing.

If fishing is not your thing, or you want a different  
fishing experience, check out Black River Outdoors  
for its eco-kayak tours or kayak fishing tours. Or add 
some power by renting a pontoon boat or personal  
watercraft from Myrtle Beach Watersports, which  
promises something for everyone.

The area is home to nearly 100 designer golf courses  
including some of the greats who have played the game: 
Arnold Palmer, Greg Norman and Jack Nicklaus. One 
course, Tidewater Golf Club, has been called “Pebble 
Beach of the East Coast” since eight of its holes are along 
the coast. It also had been ranked one of America’s Top 
100 Greatest Public Courses by Golf Digest.

Not to be outdone, Myrtle Beach also holds the 
distinction as being the “Miniature Golf Capital of the 
World,” with more than 50 courses throughout the area, 
many of them themed.

Continued on page 38

Photo: Joe Carr Photography, Inc. Photo: Black River Outdoors
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Enter to win

Place your membership on Automatic 
Renewal and you will be entered to win a   

$250 gift card to Amazon.com*
Enrolled in Automatic Renewal? 

You are already entered!

Enroll today by visiting 
AAA.com/AutoPay or call  

888-AAA-OHIO (222-6446).

* Must reside in the Ohio Auto Club territory. Offer ends December 20, 2020. No purchase required. Must be 18 years or older to win. Amazon.com is in no way affiliated with AAA nor are 
they considered sponsors of this offer. Please see additional terms and conditions located at the following website: https://customermotivators.com/AAA_Disclaimer/AAA_Amazon.pdf

LEARNING SOMETHING

With most schools returning online this year, Myrtle 
Beach offers a few places where you can learn in person.

The L.W. Paul Living History Farm represents farm life 
in the area from 1900 to 1955, complete with chores, 
cooking demonstrations and live animals. Tours are free 
and events at the farm change seasonally, so it might be 
a different experience next time you visit.

Because of segregation, the Myrtle Beach Colored 
School served Black students in the Myrtle Beach 
area from 1932 to 1953. Now, the Historic Myrtle Beach 
Colored School Museum and Education Center tells the 
story of the students who attended the school, some 
who currently work at the museum. Former students also 
helped with the fundraising to help to rebuild the school 
by publishing a cookbook of traditional Southern recipes.

Over at WonderWorks (which you can’t miss it because 
the building is upside down), you should be able to learn 
something new at more than 100 hands-on science  
exhibits. The staff has taken extra precautions because  
of the pandemic and some displays have been closed 
but it is following guidelines set by the Centers for  
Disease Control and Prevention, including disinfecting 
with CDC-approved products.

FOOD AND DRINK

After all of that, you probably have worked up quite  
an appetite and I would not leave you hanging.

One of the newest restaurants, with one of the best 
ocean views, is RipTydz Oceanfront Grille & Rooftop Bar. 
And you can tell by its name that it has a rooftop bar. 

But it also offers Saturday morning yoga classes on its 
rooftop lawn, for those so inclined.

Nearby is Pier 14 Restaurant & Lounge, which, yes, is 
on a pier and offers some of the best views of central 
Myrtle Beach. You can grab appetizers, lunch, dinner or 
even tackle if you want to fish off pier here. Talk about a 
fresh catch.

For a more relaxing setting, check out Lucy Buffet’s 
Lulu’s in North Myrtle Beach, where you can grab your 
favorite drink, settle into an Adirondack chair and listen 
to live music.

Since 1962, the Sea Captain’s House has been  
serving seafood out of a converted 1930s cottage.  
It recently added a cooking area to The Shipyard, an 
outdoor bar area with views of the Atlantic Ocean.

Down the coast, in Murrells Inlet, you will find the 
MarshWalk, a wooden boardwalk along a natural estuary 
that is home to a collection of restaurants, including 
Wicked Tuna and Drunken Jacks. Wicked Tuna serves 
up something for everyone, from steaks and seafood 
to salads and sushi. Over at Drunken Jacks, besides a 
view of the marsh, you also have a view of a small island 
where you can spot peacocks and goats. It serves up 
a variety of seafood options and offers an extensive 
gluten-free menu. 

No matter where you plan to go in Myrtle Beach,  
your AAA Ohio Travel agent can help you get there. 
Start your trip by stopping in your local office, calling 
888-222-6446 or clicking on AAA.com.

John T. Garcia is managing editor of AAA Magazine.

Continued from page 37
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Enter to win

Place your membership on Automatic 
Renewal and you will be entered to win a   

$250 gift card to Amazon.com*
Enrolled in Automatic Renewal? 

You are already entered!

Enroll today by visiting 
AAA.com/AutoPay or call  

888-AAA-OHIO (222-6446).

* Must reside in the Ohio Auto Club territory. Offer ends December 20, 2020. No purchase required. Must be 18 years or older to win. Amazon.com is in no way affiliated with AAA nor are 
they considered sponsors of this offer. Please see additional terms and conditions located at the following website: https://customermotivators.com/AAA_Disclaimer/AAA_Amazon.pdf

Visit AAA.com/Life  
or call 855-622-2543  

to speak with an advisor.  

Equipping yourself and  
your loved ones with coverage  

can help provide the added  
peace of mind that comes  

with knowing those who matter  
most to you can be financially  
protected — even as your life  

and priorities change.

Products and their features may not be available in all states. Life insurance and annuities underwritten by AAA Life Insurance Company, Livonia, MI. AAA Life (CA Cert. of 
Auth.#07861) is licensed in all states except NY. Your local AAA club and/or its affiliates act as agents for AAA Life.  

ALAN-26955-620-XX

There are so many ways  
to show your love.

#thisiswhy
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AmaWaterways 
Awaits Your Arrival

By Kristin Karst

Rivers flow through the heart of countries where 
civilizations were born and kings and queens were 
crowned. Sailing national waterways, AmaWaterways’ 
award-winning ships, accommodating an average of just 
156 guests, dock close to city centers. You’ll discover 
several fascinating destinations, unpacking only once 
and without the need for multiple hotels or forms of 
transportation. Every elegantly appointed stateroom or 
suite has a view. From terraced vineyards to fairytale 
castles, there is always something to see on the river. 
One of the best-kept secrets of river cruising is that the 
embarkation and disembarkation process is quick and 
easy, so you immediately begin enjoying your vacation.

THE AMAWATERWAYS DIFFERENCE

When you sail with AmaWaterways, it’s not just about 
the wonderful places you’ll go; it’s very much about 

T    he rivers continue to flow, and  

  after an extended period at home, 

AmaWaterways is eagerly waiting  

to welcome you aboard your  

future river cruise through Europe, 

Southeast Asia or Africa.
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the people you’ll meet. No matter where you sail, you’ll 
always be warmly welcomed on board by a genuine 
crew who go above and beyond to ensure your journey 
is as memorable as possible. From your captain to your 
cruise manager to your bartender, the team is more  
than just highly trained – they “sparkle.” In addition, 
AmaWaterways’ cruise managers are with you every 
step of the way, both during your river cruise and  
pre/post-cruise land extensions, ensuring you are  
taken care of from the moment you arrive to the  
moment you depart.

A FOCUS ON INNOVATION

AmaWaterways is at the pulse of travel trends and 
makes it a priority to innovate with guests’ needs in 
mind. Whether it’s through the line’s fleetwide wellness 
activities or by appointing its ships with view-enhancing 
twin-balcony staterooms, guests are always top of mind. 
In fact, it was the line’s guests’ desire for more personal 
space and more choices on the river that led Co-Founder 

and President, Rudi Schreiner, to design AmaWaterways’ 
most innovative river cruise ship to date, AmaMagna, 
which launched in 2019 and is redefining the river cruise 
experience on the Danube River.

REDEFINING THE RIVER CRUISE  
EXPERIENCE

The award-winning AmaMagna is twice the width of 
other river cruise ships and offers ocean-size diversions 
that make it the quintessential experience for first-time 
river cruisers. Though wider, the ship accommodates 
just 196 guests, ensuring it remains an uncrowded  
oasis of relaxation. Also, AmaMagna sails a unique  
itinerary personally curated by Schreiner, Magna on  
the Danube, which includes an excursion to Vienna’s 
Schönbrunn Palace and an exclusive evening wine  
tasting experience in the Austrian village of Spitz.  
With plenty of daytime scenic sailing, you’ll be able  
to enjoy the extraordinary AmaMagna to its fullest – 
from alfresco dining to spinning with a view.

ENRICHING EXPERIENCES

AmaWaterways offers a menu of enriching included  
excursions with a variety of choices each day that  
accommodate every kind of traveler. From guided  
hikes and bike tours to hands-on Special Interest Tours 
such as pretzel making in Wertheim, Germany, and  
truffle hunting in Avignon, France. All excursions are 
offered in small groups, ensuring you are never  
crowded and always have a front-row view. Best of all, 
AmaWaterways’ excursions are operated no matter how 
small the group size, even if there are just two guests.

Continued on page 42
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UNPARALLELED ONBOARD EXPERIENCE

As a member of the renowned La ChaÎne des  
Rôtisseurs culinary society, AmaWaterways prepares 
exquisite onboard cuisine with fresh, locally sourced  
ingredients. Each guest also is treated to an  
unforgettable dining experience at The Chef’s Table 
specialty restaurant, the only venue of its kind on the 
rivers. There, you’ll watch as the chef chops, sears and 
meticulously plates a multicourse tasting menu paired 
with complimentary hand-selected wines. As with all 
of AmaWaterways’ onboard meals, The Chef’s Table is 
included in the price of your river cruise. Also included 
is nightly entertainment, from an onboard pianist to  
local musicians, dancers and folklore artists whose  
performances immerse you in the local culture.

AMAWATERWAYS’ INCREDIBLE  
2021-2022 SEASONS

AmaWaterways is expanding its French fleet to include 
the line’s most awarded ship, the AmaKristina, bringing 
twin-balcony staterooms to France for the first time. In 
addition, two new French itineraries have been added. 
Step into the world of the great Impressionist artists and 
meander through incredible châteaux gardens on the 
new Impressions of the Seine & Paris between Le Havre 
and Paris. You’ll also visit Normandy’s World War II landing 
beaches and have the option to add an enticing new land 
program in Brittany that includes the stunning islet of St. 
Malo and the magical island monastery of Mont St. Michel.

Alternatively, discover the Essence of Burgundy & 
Provence on a sailing along the Saône and Rhône 
rivers between Chalon-sur-Saône and Arles. Indulge in 
the French countryside’s tranquility and taste your way 

through France’s culinary capital in Lyon. You’ll also  
visit a cooking school in Valence and savor a variety 
of delicious local wines. Plus, witness the majesty of 
castles and breathtaking scenery during a new optional 
land extension in Geneva, the gateway to the Swiss 
Alps, which includes a stop in Burgundy’s capital, Dijon.

Other incredible new experiences include the  
palate-pleasing land program in France’s celebrated 
Champagne region, the history-rich Best of Holland & 
Belgium itinerary – perfect for active travelers, and the 
Rhine Castles & Swiss Alps, with an optional land  
extension in breathtaking Lake Como, Italy.

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY IS  
A TOP PRIORITY

Rest assured that, once AmaWaterways returns to  
the rivers, the line will be taking preventive measures  
as recommended by the health authorities and local 
government agencies. It also will be intensifying its  
normal high standards of hygiene on board.  
AmaWaterways is working closely with its partners  
in the destinations sailed through to ensure that all 
screening, onboard sanitation procedures and  
excursions will be operated in strict accordance  
with the most up-to-date recommended guidelines.

For more information, talk to your AAA Travel agent 
or visit AAA.com/travel. Be sure to ask your agent how 
you can add peace of mind to your future travel plans 
with AmaWaterways’ Travel Waiver Plus.

Kristin Karst is co-founder and executive vice  
president of AmaWaterways. 

Photos courtesy of AmaWaterways

Continued from page 41



6 Financial Tips for Women
Several studies report that women have anxiety about 

money and lack confidence in their ability to manage 
it. A 2017 study by Merrill Lynch found that only 52% of 
women say they are confident in managing investments, 
and one in four said they have not planned at all for their 
financial future. We offer six tips that women can use to 
take responsibility for their financial security.

1. Actively manage your own money. 
Whether you are single or in a relationship, you should 

always be involved in decisions about your money at 
every stage in life. Active participation in managing your 
finances has many positives:

• It helps you weather a crisis more effectively;
• It prepares you to cope financially if you find yourself 

suddenly single again;
• It prevents you from being a victim of a partner’s 

poor financial decisions;
• It helps you optimize spending and savings habits.
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BE YOUR OWN

THRILL SEEKER

For information about rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this card or to apply, visit your local AAA. 1Statement Credit Offer: You will qualify for 
a $100 statement credit if you use your new credit card account to make any combination of purchase transactions totaling at least $1,000 (exclusive of any fees, returns 
and adjustments) that post to your account within 90 days of the account open date. Limit 1 statement credit per new account. This one-time promotion is limited to 
customers opening a new account in response to this offer and will not apply to requests to convert existing accounts. Your account must be open with active charging 
privileges in order to receive this offer. Other advertised promotional statement credit offers can vary from this promotion and may not be substituted. Allow 8–12 weeks 
from qualifying for the statement credit to post to your account. The statement credit will generally be applied to your existing balance with the highest APR before being 
applied to any balances with lower APRs. Receipt of a statement credit does not affect your responsibility to pay your Minimum Payment Due shown on each statement 
you receive from us. This credit card program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International 
Service Association and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. AAA is a registered trademark of American Automobile Association, Inc. ©2020 
Bank of America Corporation ©2020 AAA MAP3130425

Apply today and earn a 

$100
STATEMENT CREDIT
after qualifying purchases.1

Explore the power of 
unlimited points and 
rewards! Use the AAA 

Member Rewards Visa® 
card for all your purchases 

and enjoy the journey.

Contact your local AAA.

Continued on page 44

Ph
ot

o:
 S

hu
tte

rs
to

ck
/ D

ax
ia

o 
Pr

od
uc

tio
ns

 



44   |  AAA MAGAZINE

PHONE 
DIRECTORY

CAR CARE PLUS

888-AAA-OHIO
• AAA credit card account information
• Approved Auto Repair
• Hotel reservations • Insurance Services
• Member discounts • Travel Services
• TripTiks®, TourBooks, maps 

In Franklin County 
614-431-3388

Elsewhere 
800-AAA-HELP

EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE

Columbus SE 
614-559-0000
Columbus NW 
614-451-2111
Dublin 
614-336-3200

Gahanna 
614-750-8350
Grandview 
614-488-2197
Polaris 
614-436-4005

Powell 
740-881-4400
Reynoldsburg 
614-759-7777
Whitehall 
614-237-6325

Visit our website at AAA.com

Bellefontaine 
937-599-5154
Canton 
330-455-6761
Celina 
419-586-2460
Delaware 
740-363-1928
Fremont 
419-332-2602
Hamilton 
513-863-3200
Lima 
419-228-1022
Mansfield 
419-529-8500

Marion 
740-389-3517
Medina 
330-725-5669
Sandusky 
419-625-5831
Wadsworth 
330-336-4900
West Chester 
513-870-0951
Wooster 
330-345-5550
Zanesville 
740-454-1234

Gahanna 
614-750-8350
Grandview 
614-488-2197
Grove City  
614-277-1310

Pickerington 
614-864-2224
Westerville  
614-899-1222
Worthington 
614-431-7901

AAA Mobile Battery 
800-AAA-HELP
Approved Auto 
Repair 
614-431-7908
Insurance  
Quotes/Service 
614-431-7807
Public Affairs 
614-431-7896

Traffic Safety 
614-431-7882
Membership/
Insurance/ 
Travel Call Center 
888-AAA-OHIO
Monday–Friday,  
8 a.m.–8 p.m.; 
Saturday,  
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

AAA OHIO LOCATIONS
For store hours, visit AAA.com/Locations

COLUMBUS AREA  
DIRECT DIAL DEPARTMENTS: 

COLUMBUS AREA

2. Save early and often for retirement. 
The sooner you begin saving for retirement, the easier it will be – that’s 

the incredible power of compound interest. For example, saving as little 
as $300 per month from age 25 to 65, at an average return of 8%, would 
yield a retirement nest egg of a little more than $1 million. That same 
investment program started nine years later when 34 would grow to less 
than half that amount.

3. Keep an emergency fund. 
No matter what size your household, you should have an emergency 

fund to help get through life’s inevitable surprises. Whether the furnace 
dies in the middle of the winter or you are laid off unexpectedly, an 
emergency fund provides a financial cushion to fall back on. Most financial 
experts recommend saving at least three to six months of expenses in an 
interest-bearing savings account.

4. Consider your potential longevity. 
As a woman, you are more likely to live longer than a male partner  

and more likely to be single in your later years. This makes it especially 
important to actively participate in your finances and focus on saving to 
ensure you will be able to live alone comfortably later in life.

5. Be wise about investment risk. 
Some people are more risk-averse than others and practicing a little  

risk tolerance when it comes to your investments is a proven path to 
growing a more significant portfolio. Investing all your retirement money  
in certificates of deposit probably won’t get you where you need  
to be, especially at recent low interest rates. Most financial experts  
recommend a mix of stocks, bonds and equities with different  
proportions depending on your age and expected years until retirement. 
Educate yourself through research or talking with an advisor to find a  
level of risk you are comfortable with, then implement the necessary 
changes to your investments.

6. Be careful about financial generosity. 
Women often spend their retirement savings helping children and 

grandchildren. Money given away to others might never be replaced, and 
the closer you are to retirement, the less time you have to make up for  
the loss. So, put your financial security first and help only if you have  
extra resources to do so.

Continued from page 43
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Call  1.800.347.7056
Mention Invitation Code  CLBAD20413
*The Selected CD terms that receive Preferred Rates are subject to 
change without notice and are determined at the sole discretions of 
Discover Bank. 
Visit aaa.com/deposits or call 1.800.347.7056 to determine what CD terms 
offer Preferred rates.

© 2020 Discover Bank, Member FDIC

A CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
YOU CAN COUNT ON
Find out why AAA and AAA members like you trust 
Discover Bank® with over $2 billion of their savings. 
Call today for current rates and to learn more!

    AAA members get preferred member rates on select terms*
    Flexible terms from 3 months to 10 years
    FDIC insurance up to the maximum allowed by law

Discover Bank

Prepaid Cards: 
Help Your Teen Develop Money Management Skills

Today’s families with teenagers and young adults often 
choose reloadable prepaid cards to simplify budgeting 
and help youth learn money management skills and  
disciplined spending.

With prepaid cards, cardholders have control of how 
much they spend and can reload funds when necessary. 
The cards are not linked to a bank or credit account, 
which means there is no credit check required and no 
borrowing money, running up debt, overdraft fees or 
paying interest on a balance. 

Popular options, like online account access and 
smartphone apps, help prepaid cardholders monitor card 
balance and recent transactions, track spending targets 
and stay on budget. As primary cardholders, parents can 
easily stay informed of card activity by activating text and 
email alerts. As secondary cardholders, youth can spend 
independently, but only what’s loaded to the card. 

Card issuers and major payment networks, such as  
Visa, provide critical security features in today’s prepaid 
card market. Two significant features include chip-and-PIN 
technology, to limit payment system fraud, and a zero- 
liability policy, to help ensure cardholders aren’t  
responsible for unauthorized transactions. Unlike cash, a 
lost or stolen card can be replaced and some networks 
offer emergency services like cash and card replacement.

Reloading a prepaid card is easy, enabling cardholders 
to access funds quickly. Cards can be loaded automatically 
through direct deposit or a checking or savings account 
and there also are options to reload with cash or checks. 

Enjoy all of these benefits and multiple reload  
options – including AAA locations, fee-free* ATMs and 
more – with a AAA MemberPay Visa Prepaid Card.  
Purchase one at your local AAA or get more details at 
AAA.com/MemberPay. 

* While this feature is available for free, certain other transaction fees and costs, terms and conditions are associated with the use of this card. See cardholder agreement for more details. 
Card is issued by MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted.



To find a AAA Car Care Plus or AAR 
facility near you, visit AAA.com/AAR. 

Approved Auto Repair

Car repair 
you can trust

AAA Car Care Plus and AAR facilities offer 
AAA members benefits that include:
• Fair pricing – The final bill will not exceed 

the estimate by more than 10% without 
prior customer approval. 

• Quality of work guaranteed –  
All work carries a 24-month/24,000-mile 
limited warranty.

• Discounted labor – AAA members 
receive 10% off labor costs (up to $50) 

• Free maintenance inspection  
for AAA members with any paid service.

• Advocate on your behalf – AAA will 
mediate if a dispute with the facility arises.

Since 1975, the AAA Approved Auto 
Repair (AAR) program has been helping 
AAA members find trusted repair shops. 
Shops earning the designation have 
passed a strict series of inspections to 
ensure they meet AAA’s standards.  

ALWAYS WITH YOU



Connect with others who have a relevant story to tell.

Making Roads Smarter

Modern vehicles are rolling computers. There are more 
technology and computational ability in an economy Ford 
than was aboard Apollo 11 when it landed on the moon. 
The same cannot be said for our roadways.

While safety has improved substantially, tragic events 
remain the daily norm. Many of these daily incidents 
can be avoided through legislative boldness: disable 
smartphone texting above 10 mph; standardize and limit 
entertainment controls on the dashboard; and require 
following-distance warning and constraints. But in the 
absence of regulatory safety initiatives, can technology 
on the asphalt improve safety?

Many accidents occur at intersections and work 
zones. Technology is available today to notify a driver 
that they are approaching a queue and vehicles are 
stopped, or that a driver is approaching a red light  
too fast so beware. The technical challenges are  
considerable but surmountable. Cost represents a 
significant threshold. Yet, when analyzed and measured 
against state and insurance company liability, the return 
on investment is substantial. So why are these sensors 
and network devices not ubiquitous?

A new order of things has, as opponents, those  
that do well under the existing system. Technology  
deployed on the roadway must be consistent with  
existing signage and laws, fit within budgets that  

are subject to taxpayer approval and must be tested  
extensively. These encumbrances represent red flags 
to companies exploring technology solutions to traffic 
challenges. But entrepreneurs keep chasing safety 
solutions.

The newest technology being deployed on urban  
and high-speed conduits are Internet of Things sensors 
that measure vehicle count, speed, impact (vibration), 
temperature and other things. These small, lightweight, 
battery-powered sensors are smaller than a deck of 
cards, weigh a few ounces, cost little and communicate 
to the cloud via mesh networks and cellular connectivity. 
The greatest challenge for small companies going  
forward is the absence of a standard.

Will these devices deliver information directly to the 
vehicle (infrastructure to vehicle), deliver information 
via the cloud (vehicle to cloud), via vehicle to vehicle or 
vehicle to everything?

Competing technologies, all with advantages and 
disadvantages, await a standard to design to. In the 
meantime, state departments of transportation are  
piloting new approaches to measuring infrastructure 
impact, traffic flow and speed, 
etc., all to make your travel 
safer. The asphalt is getting 
smarter and soon will connect 
to your vehicle in a partnership 
aimed at bringing everyone 
home safely.
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By Jim Selevan

Jim Selevan is the founder 
of Pi-Lit, a developer of 
advanced road safety  
products for the  
transportation industry.



48   |  AAA MAGAZINE

Having worked for AAA Ohio Auto Club’s travel agency  
for more than 17 years, I have witnessed seemingly annual 
disruptions to the travel industry, whether they were 
caused by economic recessions, political uncertainty,  
natural disasters and now, a virus. However, my experience 
has instilled in me optimism in the travel industry and that 
travel will return in time as we have known it.

Travel is a personal choice. It is an especially important 
choice during the current pandemic with many different 
factors to consider. Understandably, safety is the chief 
concern of most travelers today. When the time is right  
to return to travel, it is essential to understand new  
regulations and practices that have been put in place,  
as well as any travel restrictions. AAA has always had a 
focus on providing safety, security and peace of mind. 
AAA Travel agents have and will continue to receive  
training on these new protocols to keep travelers safe. 
This will be a priority in our agents’ education going 
forward as knowing different resort options or hotel room 
types. Helping clients anticipate what to expect along the 
way has always been part of the value provided by the 
travel agent profession.

For many, a return to travel is taking place in the form 
of a road trip that is closer to home. Through AAA’s 2020 
Summer Travel Forecast, it was projected that Americans 
would take more than 700 million trips from July through 
September. Road trips were expected to make up 97% of 
those trips. AAA has developed a Travel Restrictions map 
that is available on AAA.com for those still planning a road 
trip. This map shows current travel restrictions by state, 
county and city. When clicking on the map, you can get 
specific restrictions about dine-in restaurants, gatherings  
of people, mask requirements and closure information  
for beaches, state parks, rest areas, etc.

If you are thinking of a road trip for the fall but need 
some ideas and inspiration, visit AAA.com/RoadTrips. AAA 
has curated hundreds of road trip ideas that are divided 
up into regions of the country. Each road trip provides a 
start and end point with a suggested route along the way, 
including attractions and hotel recommendations. There 
are some great options in the Great Lakes region for  
those who want to stay in the Midwest.

When you are ready to book a trip and select a hotel,  
AAA Travel agents can find hotels for you that have 
earned the AAA designation of AAA Best of House-
keeping. This designation recognizes AAA Inspected & 
Approved hotels that receive the highest possible  
cleanliness and condition scores. While this designation  
is not new, during this time, it certainly can provide  
added peace of mind in selecting a hotel for your  
next trip. For a complete list of hotels that have been 

AAA experts share their views on AAA today

awarded the designation of AAA Best of Housekeeping, 
contact a local AAA Travel agent.

Air travel, cruising and international travel are on a 
slower path to recovery. Travelers will decide the pace 
of that recovery. When the time is right for travelers to 
go beyond road trips for travel, agencies like AAA Travel 
have strong global partnerships and can help protect 
your investment and secure the most flexible terms.  
AAA Travel agents can be someone to rely on for all of 
the pre-trip details, anything that comes up during the  
trip and any post-trip needs

At the start of Ohio’s stay-at-home order, our travel team 
recognized the importance of travel to people. While 
everyone was trapped at home, we launched a series of 
webinars called Virtual Escapes. For many who are still not 
ready to travel, we remain committed to providing Virtual 
Escapes as a way to experience new destinations from  
the comfort and safety of your own home. Our Virtual  
Escapes webinars are a mix of presentations delivered by 
presenters that are local to a destination, a representative 
from AAA preferred travel companies (such as Amtrak 
Vacations, Viking Cruises, various resort partners, etc.) or 
our own travel agents virtually guiding you through some 
of their favorite destinations.

Helping clients understand new protocols once on  
the road is not our only concern. We also have looked 
to improve the way our travel agents deliver service  
to our members. For example, we have introduced  
appointment scheduling with travel agents. These  
appointments can be scheduled in-person, by phone  
or even by video conference.

As countries continue to re-open and more people  
consider travel, stay safe and seek the assistance of a 
travel professional to help where needed in understanding 
the new world of travel you will be experiencing.

Jeremy Marshall
Vice President, 

Travel



You’re connected. Stay protected.
Identity thieves can wait years to use your stolen information.

We’ve got you covered
Your identity deserves the best. Unlock superior Social Security Number Monitoring 

and advanced identity protection features with ProtectMyID® from Experian®.

good
ProtectMyID® 

Essential
Free for Classic, Plus, 

and Premier members.

Free basic monitoring of your 
Experian credit file, as well as:

Lost Wallet Protection
Fraud Resolution Support

better
ProtectMyID® 

Deluxe
40% off compared to other plans. 

Premier members save 10%.

Monitors all three 
credit bureaus plus:

Social Security Number Monitoring
Real-Time Identity Alerts
Dark Web Monitoring
and more

   best
ProtectMyID® 

Platinum
40% off compared to other plans. 

Premier members save 10%.

Includes all features of 
Essential and Deluxe, plus:

CreditLock
Child Identity Monitoring
Social Media Monitoring
and more

I D E NT IT Y TH E F T PROTEC T I O N

ProtectMyID® Essential, ProtectMyID® Deluxe and ProtectMyID® Platinum are provided by Experian®. 
To be eligible to enroll in either ProtectMyID Essential, ProtectMyID Deluxe or ProtectMyID Platinum, 
you must be 18 years of age or older and a current AAA member. A valid email address and access to 
the internet is required for ProtectMyID Essential. Products subject to change or termination at any 
time without notice. Certain terms, conditions, and restrictions apply.

Enroll today at AAA.com/IDTheft.



ALWAYS WITH YOU

September 8-30, 2020
MEMBER Celebration MONTH

Enjoy special offers and prizes!

Member Celebration Month is going virtual

It’s our way of saying thank you for being a AAA member.

• Buy one, get one FREE oil change at AAA Car Care Plus 
• Free carry-on luggage for new travel bookings
• $20 off additional members 
• Get $25 if we can’t beat your auto insurance rate

Visit  
AAA.com/Unlock 

for more details*.

*Certain restrictions apply.




